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' COMMON SENSE 


be * HONESTY, 


In a few LzTTERS and Paras, 


Occafion'd by a 


SERMON 


Preach'd at the Pariſh Church of 


INGATSTO * E., 


And ſome previous Matters. 


Ls any „ Man among you ſeem to be religious, and bridleth not li. 6 
3 ongue, but deceivet his own Heart, this Man's Religies | is | 
vain, Jonas. i. 26. Text to the „ | 


Quid &s quoque viro, & cui dicas, ſepe caveto. A. *. 
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? E ITHER the Occaſion nor Meaning of the fol- 


Flowing Letters will require much Explanation, nor 


@ will any Apology be made for publiſhing them in 


55 SS this Manner. A Neglect and Difregard of three 


Summons, amounts to a contempt in the Conſtruc- 
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titiion and Practice of all Courts civil and eccleſiaſti- 
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cal; and as neither of the Clergymen concern'd, have thought fit 
to vindicate themſelves or their Cauſe, nor to acknowledge their 

| Miſtakes which they have been often called upon to do, not only 
in a private Way; but, that failing, in the Daily Gazetteer, in three 


ſeveral Weeks, there is now no Method left, but to ſubmit the 


Controverſy to a publick Deciſion, and eſpecially to the Judgment 


of thoſe who are acquainted with the Matter in Diſpute. 


The Perſon diſtinguilh'd by the initial Letters C. H. living near WY 


Ingatſtone, and having frequent Calls to London, found at his 
coming home, in the latter Part of October laſt, not only the 


Tongues and Hearts of ſome of his Family, and more of his 


Friends, but the Tongues at leaſt of ſtill more of his Neighbours, 


very full charged with a Sermon preached in Ingatſtone Church 


by the Vicar of Margaretting, a neighbouring young Clergyman, 
the Sunday before, being October the 26th, and eſpecially ſome 
of the more flagrant Expreſſions in it; which, being unani- 
moufly agreed and concurr d in, C. H. thinking the Man's Be- 


haviour too extraordinary to be diſregarded, was reſolved to 


pay the due Complements. 9 | FE 
But firſt he thought fit to ſay ſomething of the Matter to Mr. 


| Ralph, in whoſe Pulpit the Sermon was preached, with whom his 


Succeſs was no better nor worſe than he expected; and he could 


entertain no greater Hopes from any private Application to. the 
Preacher -himſelf, he therefore concluded to addreſs to a young 
Gentleman, a Pariſhoner, near Neighbour, and very intimate 
Friend and Acquaintance of the Parſon, and in whoſe Friendſhip- 
C. H. flattered himſelf that he had no ſmall Share; to him there- 
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No 1. From C. H. to Mr. Sidney. 
1 Am always pleaſed with every Opportunity of converſing with 
1 von; and if the Subject of this is not ſo agreeable as I could 
wiſh, I hope it will be leoked upon no other than a Mark of 
| Friendſhip, that I choſe to addreſs it to you, rather than directly 
to the Perſon whom it principally concerns, which is the Vicar 
of Margaretting, who was pleaſed laſt Sunday to uſe the Pulpit of 
Ingalſtone in a Manner not very decent. It | | | 
I with T had been one of the Audience; but I have heard ſo 
much of his Diſcourſe from ſeveral Perſons, that in regard, not 
only to ſome of thoſe who were ſo ill treated, but to myſelf, at 
whom, among others, I ſuppoſe his InveQives were aim'd, I can- 
not but take ſome Notice of his Behaviour. 

I am hereby led to- the Occaſion of it; his late Intrigue which 
has cauſed ſo much Diſcourſe in this Neighbourhood, you know 
who told me the 8th Inſtant in a voluntary unoccaſional Vindica- 
tion, that the Parſon was no way to blame, that the young Lady 

courted him, that ſhe ſent him Word ſhe was brought up in a 
Way ſhe did not like, that ſhe was much pleaſed with his Conver- 
ſation at the Bookſeller's Shop, and deſired another Opportunity 
for further Diſcourſe. eds oY eh & 

If this was true, and the Parſon thereupon proceeded fairly and 
honourably towards the Adyancement of his Fortune, who could 
blame him? | On. ey e 

But if no ſuch Letter, or Meſſage, was really ſent by the young 
Lady herſelf, if they were only reported upon the Credit of an 
idle Wench, if Trains were laid, if Servants and mean People 
were tempted, by Breakfaſts, Bribes, Promiſes, or other Means, 
to be aſſiſting in drawing in and ſeducing a young innocent Crea- 
ture, to act contrary to her Duty and the Conſent of her Parent, 
who can vindicate him, or any of thoſe concerned with him, in 
any ſuch Practices? | F 


— 
* Mg 


On which' Side the Truth lies, I neither know nor care; if his I 


Proceedings were honourable, they might have been eaſily proved 
ſo without Clamour; if otherwiſe, they certainly ought to have 
been buried in Silence; in either Caſe, abuſive, unmannerly Letters 
could be of no Service to him or his Character; but to go further, 
and to make the Pulpit the Vehicle of his Cauſeleſs Reſentments 
in ſuch a violent Manner, was ſo far from being ſuitable to the 
Duty of his Profeſſion, that it cannot be reconciled to the Cha- 
racter either of a Gentleman or a Chriſtian. oy „ 
The Precepts and Duties of the Chriſtian Religion, the Rules - 
of Morality, the Painting the Virtues, Vices and Follies of Man- 
kind, in their natural Shapes and Colours, are the proper Subjects 
to employ the Talents of a Preacher; on theſe he may commend- 
ably exerciſe the Strength of his Reaſon, and diſplay all the Flow- 
. a | : 1 . ers 


ers of his Rhetorick, without any perſonal Reſlections on any 

Occaſion. „ ii aretre: PEN . 

Perſonal Faults or Failings, within the Bounds of his own Cure, 
might require private Caut ion and Admonition, or perhaps Re- 
proof; but, I believe no one will ſay, they ought to be expoſed 


4 « 


in a publick Congregation. ET $1 | 
But what can be {aid for a Man, who, not content to make an 
ill Uſe of his Commiſſion within his own Bounds, ſhall go out of 
his Way to a Place where he had nothing to do, to catch an Op- 
| Portunity, of abuſing and laſhing (as ſome Perſons term it) thoſe 
. whoſe Sex and Characters ſhou'd protect them from Inſults of 
every Kind. i : 


The Time and Occaſion gave an unhappy Aggravation to his ill 


Manners; when the holy Elements were prepared and ready upon 


| God's Table, when all Reſentments ought to be forgot, and all 


Injuries forgiven; when Chriſtians ought to communicate and join 


in ſincere Love and Unity, was that a Time and Place to diſcharge 


his noiſy Thunder, to affront one Part of his Auditors, and alarm 


the whole Congregation? - | | 8 
Whether ſuch Conduct will not more affect his Character, than 

all that has been, or may be ſaid in any zrifling Fits; whether 

it will not only cramp, but hamſtring, the Sinews of the Man who 


endeavours to riſe, I leave to his own Conſideration ? 


Yet will I not compare his Tongue to a Sword in 4 Madman's . 


Hand, which is brandiſbd about, and wounds all it touches; his 
blunt harmleſs Weapon has given no Wounds, however bran- 


diſh'd, and how liberally ſoe ver, like a Skimington's Ladle it has been 


employ'd to throw about Filth and Ordure, I can perceive none 
that will ſick on any Perſon but himſelf, _ 


T could not, on ſuch an extraordinary Occaſion, ſay leſs; and 


more I will not trouble you with at preſent, I ſhall only add that 


I am, with my beſt Reſpects to your good Mother, and yourſelf, 
44 Coed. 136: - 8 0.5 Sir, Yours, &c. - 


Neither f Mr. Sidney's Anſi wer, upon his meeting with the fore- 


going Letter, nor the Reply of C. H will be here inſerted for 
ome Reaſons not unknown to Mr. Sidney, who the next Morn- 


ing, Sunday 2 Nov. was pleaſed to favour C. H. with a Viſit, ® 


| ſeeming very unwilling the Letter ſhould be delivered, and ear- 


neſtly deſiring to return it; but being very much preſs'd to get it 


communicated, he took it back with him. : | 

Of the Letter concerning the Sermon, C. H. the next Day, 
ſent a Copy to Mr. Ralph, together with a Letter to himſelf as 
ieee oe | | . 


. CD EY 
T 7] PON the ſeveral Relations I met with, of the Liberties ta- 


ken in your Church Yeſterday was Sen' night, I could not 


but think they deſerved ſome Notice, which I ſoon reſolved upon, 


= 
Ne II. 7o Mr. Ralph. 7 


f 
z 


B 2 8 | becauſe h 


into the Diſpute ; but, a8 a Friend to both Parties; and not wich- 


| becauſe 1 knew no other Perſon hereabout likely to undertake 


it. I deferr'd, however, till T had ſpoken with you, and the next 


Day threw away an Hour upon the Subject. The inclos'd is a 


Copy of what I ſent to Mr. Sidney, to be communicated to the 
Vicar. I hope I have not tranſgreſſed the Bounds of Decency, 
nor {aid more than the Occaſion deſerved ; whither I have or not, 


is ſubmitted to your better Judgment, by, 


Sir, your moſt Obedient, &. 

Theſe paſſed off in Silence, and on Tueſday Morning, the 4th 
of Nov. C. H. having an Account of the polite Reception his Let- 
ter had met with from the Vicar, the Ceremonials of which he 
ſuppoſed to have been adjuſted between the two Friends, he wrote 


two or three Lines to Mr. Sidney, to know from him the Fate of 
the Letter, and the ſame Day receiv'd the following Anſwer. 


Ne III. From Mr. Sidney. 


3 Mo. 


A BOUT two a- Clock, after I left you laſt Sunday, I ſaw Mr. 
£3 Ward, and told him I had a Letter from a Pariſhoner of In- 
gat/tone, who thought fit to reflect upon him, for an improper . 
. Diſcourſe, that he had communicated to that Congregation. He 

asked me who wrote it? I anſwered, Mr. Hornby, and immedi- 


_ ately offer'd him the Letter to read; but he refus'd to accept it, 
and would not ſee it, telling me he ſhould not concern himſelf _.. 
about what was ſaid of it; that he had done notbing but his Duty 
in his Diſcourſe, and if they had any Complaint, let it be made 


to the Biſhop, and he was ready to anſwer it. . 
Now, Sir, as you and I happen to differ in Opinions on this 
Affair, and as I have ſtretched a Piece of Complaiſance to you, in 
being the Meſſenger of an opprobrious Letter, which no body 
ſhould have prevailed to have made me but yourſelf, which, ſtrict- 


ly ſpeaking, ought to have been ſent to the Perſon himſelf; 


J hope you'll think it highly reaſonable, if I infiſt on being-exeus'd 
from being troubled any more about it. I Tn: 


I beg you'll indulge me in this Requeſt; who, joining with my 


Mother in all due Reſpects, „ 
An, Sir, your moſt Humble Servant, 
„ HN. Sidney. 


Nov. 4th, 1735. „„ 8 
WMe ſhall be glad to ſee you and the Ladies. 
8 Nx. 


1 AM very ſorry I gave you the trouble of the Letter concern- 
ing the Parſon, and that you gave yourſelf the further trouble 

of compoſing a Prologue to it. I was in hopes I had ſatisfied you, 

that my addreſſing it to you, was, with no View of drawing you 


No IV. From C. H. to Mr. Sidney. 


4 


out 


out ſome thought, that it might put an Opportunity into your. 
Hands of acting either as Umpire or Mediator. © p 
The Behaviour of the Man had given me ſome Notions of his 
ſingular Modeſty, and other eminent Virtues, which made me 
_ unwilling to venture any private Converſation with him; the 
Event has confirmed my Judgment, and anſwered my Expectati- 
on, and now the Caſe ſtands thus. He ſays, he has done nothing 
but his Duty: I ſay he has exceeded the Bounds, not only of that, 
but of good Manners. This Charge I am ready to ſupport, but 
I ſhall never admit, that an inſolent Heart, or a hardened Fore- 
head, are any. Vindication, or any Proofs of Innocence. . 
That you and I differ in Opinion in this Affair is no wonder. If 
there were but three Men in the World, they would not be of one 
Opinion in all things, notwithſtanding which, I was in hopes 
you would have accepted a Neutrality ; and when you ask'd me on 
' Sunday Morning, whether this Matter muſt make a Quarrel be- 
teen us (which, God knows, I was far from dreaming of) I 
. did not ſuſpect your Deſign of entring into it, nor could I (ſo 
| | ſoon, at leaſt) expect any Declaration of War. But as you have 
NM thought fit to chuſe your Party, you may (without any inſiſting) 
be ſecure from all Apprehenſions of any further Trouble from 
me on this or any other Account whatſoever. Yet I hope I may 
take the Liberty of altering my Courſe and Proceeding in another 
Way, *till I make it apparent, whether my Letter, or the Parſon's 
Sermon, c. &c. have the better Title to the Epithet of oppro- 
4 © brious, and perhaps the whole Matter may come before the 
| | Biſhop, as well as others, ſooner than he expects. And now Sir, 
at the Cloſe of this, I believe you neither think nor deſire that! 
ſhall ſubſcribe myſelf either __ | G +.1 
Nur Friend or bumble Sereatt:  : 
6 Nov; | 8 | : Di H. 


No V. From Mr. Sidney to C. H. intended not to have been 

printed, but having gain'd the Applauſe of a very ſmart. Per- 

, formance, ſuch a Concealment might be imputed to Fear or Envy ; 

| it was therefore thought proper to embelliſh the Collection with 
fo fine an Ornament. | e 8 g 


g Ince I am ſtill to be baited on this diſagreeable Subject, tho 

CJ you're convinc'd of my Averſion to it, give me leave to aſ- 

ſure you, I neither want Reſolution, nor I hope common Se nſe 
to do. myſelf Juſtice in any Shape: Firſt, then as to what pai's'd 

that Day between us, upon declaring I had heard the Sermon, 

which you own'd you had not b others, and that I diſap- 
proved of your Letter, and thought his Diſcourſe not what you 
imagin'd (which ſuppoſing me to be in the wrong) had certain-. 

ly as much right to ſay, as you had to condemn him Who had 
not heard it, If I had put my Judgment'on Equality with 2 
8 5 = | SES ter 


? 


85 „„ 11 
after you had, undoubtedly there might be ſome ſort of reaſon for. 
i your treating me thus, declaring War as you call it, and accepting 
| a Neutrality, when I declared and defired then not to carry it, or 
* be concern'd in it.. Pray then let me appeal to you as 
vou area Gentleman, Whether it was genteel in you to inſiſt on 
1 my carrying a Clergyman a Letter which I difapproved of, and ſtill 
„ call opprobrious, for if throwing the obſcene Epithets of Filth 
| 

| 


and Ordure on the Doctrine of a Clergyman in the execution of 
| his Office, before he's convicted of thoſe Aſperſions you charge 
1 on him by hear-ſay, is not Language opprobrious, defamatory. 
WE and difgracefal, nay more, implyed, I muſt again, go to School, 
5 to learn the meaning of that Word. In the next place, when 


you told me you had as much right to reprove him as he had you, 
I ſuppos'd you intended to act the Biſhop yourſelf, which re- 
ally had been much better than in this low way to complain to 
him of his Vicar preaching bad Doctrine, which you frankly de- 
„ clare, they do but impertinently at the beſt? With how good a 
F Grace, owning your ſelf no frequenter of the Church, you re- 
1 monſtrate this, muſt be left to your ſelf. Amongſt the Clergy, this 
| perſonal Pique and arbitrary Abufe to a Clergyman whom you 
. declare neither to know, nor deſire to have correſpondence with, 
| | puts me in Mind of a Plebeian who! mov'd the Senate of Athen: 
6 
| : 
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to have Ariſtides baniſhed. Being queſtioned bythe Senators what 
F _ diſpleaſure he had given him? Weightily anſwered, None, neither 
2 5 oe do I know him, but it grieves me to hear every Body call him a 
3 8 _ Juſt Man. But now, Sir, ſince all Ceremony you ſay, is abo- 
1 liſh'd between us, give me leave to take my leave of you, with the 
Fi lame ironical Reſpect as you (for no reaſon at all) have thought fit 
| | to do of me : Your civil Compliment, in return. for my Viſit 
ITY: hass its due weight (as its meant) 7 | e 
| + | With Yours, 


£2 oy . Inſulting me thus with Gall in your pen, who profeſs my : 
tt | ſelf no Match for you, is both mean and ungenerous, and how 
8 


low ſoever I now ſtand in your Eſteem, I neither meant nor de- 
fired a Quarrel, declaring, I've too much reſpect for the Profeſſions 
of Sincerity and Friendſhip, than to facrifice, them on ſo mean 
an Occaſion as you do, and ſhould we never meet again, 4b/entem 
qui rodit Amicum, ſhall be ever my odious Averſion ; now I've. 
told you a Piece of my Mind to your Face, make what uſe of it 
you pleaſe. N „„ 5 
I've ſeen nothing of Ward ſince Sunday, as he's in Town, 
who, upon my Word, is a Stranger entirely to what has 
Paſs'd. | | VF 


— 
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Jo this incomparable incomprehenſible Letter no Anſwer was 
returned for ſeveral Reaſons; but chiefly becauſe the Meaning 
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was too profound for the ſhallow Capacity of the Perſon upon | 


whom it was thrown away. 


Aſter the Entertainment of the Letter at Margaretting, the 
Writer renew'd his Addreſs to Mr. Ralph in the enſuing Manner. 


No VI. To Mr. Ralph. 


| A S no Man having put his Hand to the Plow and looketh back, 
is fit for the Kingdom of God; and as I ftill continue in the 
ſame Sentiments, which I had when I wrote my Letter concern- 
ing the late Sermon preach'd by Mr. Ward, (now generally called 
Father Ward) of which I ſent you a Copy, I ſhall proceed ſome- 
what further on the ſame Subject. | 3 
The unmannerly Treatment of that Letter at Margaretting. 
gives me no Diſcouragement, and very little Diſturbance ; it only 
obliges me to direct my Courſe into a new Channel; and I can 
think of no one now, ſo proper to apply to as yourſelf, the Scene 


5 ol Action having been in your Church, and by your cum Privile- 


gio, both which I cannot but think were very ill uſed. 
Lou having already declared, that you had no Fore-knowledge 
of his Intention, have in my Opinion clear'd yourſelf of any-acceſ- 
ſorial Part in his Diſcourſe, and therefore I muſt look upon you, 
as a Judge impartial and indifferent, and do not doubt but you 
Will ſo prove yourſelf. ; GBA 
A s I conſidered to whom I was direRing the inclos'd Paper, I 
| have advanced nothing therein, affirmative or dogmatical; I have 
modeſtly caſt the whole Matter into ſuch Queſtions as occurt'd to 
me, and in which I deſire to be ſatisfied ; and this, I hope, is no 
Improper way, for a Pariſhoner to apply to his ſpiritual Paſtor 
Tesche | 5 | 0 
1 ſhould be very well pleas'd, to ſee a Set of categorical An- 
ſwers, to the whole String of Queries; but that is not a Drudgery 
I would put upon you, ſome of them more concern the Man than 
the Sermon; ſome I think have but one Handle, and admit off 
very little-Doubt, and others you may not care to meddle with. 
But this Favour I deſire, and I hope I may expect, that you « 
will return an Anſwer to the three or four firſt Queries, and in 
general, either vindicate his Sermon and Behaviour, or give them 
up according as you approve or diſapprove. | . 
I have incloſed two Copies, that you may, if you pleaſe, get 
one of them convey'd to Mr. Ward, and if he continues in the 
ſullen Affectation of a haughty Silence, and will neither plead nor 
confeſs, I ſhall only do by him, as the Ordinary of Newgate: does 
by the harden'd Sinners under his Hands, ſet him down obſtinate 
and impenitent ; after which I ſhall, in my own Vindication, 
print a ſhort Narrative of the Caſe, ſo far as I have concern'd my- 
ſelf in it, and leave the whole Merits of the Cauſe to the impar- 
tial Determination of the Publick, 7 am, Sir, reſpectfully yours. 
A e Ixnaeyer 
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Ns VII. n herd zo the Ae Mr. Ralph, orc 


fe 


T never Was Given in giving Credit ay 8 of Ghoſts and | 
Ges but ſeriouſly, Sir, I other Day it under the Hand 


of a pretty young Lady, that Don Qui xot has Beh appear d ſeve- 


ral times about Bednal- Green“, and takes his nocturnal Walks, be- 
fore ſome Houſes there, to the Terror and Diſturbance of the ſo- 
ber Inhabitants of that Quarter; but ſhe does not mention whe- 
ther he appears in Armour, or in a black Gown, or what oe: | 
Figure he takes upon him. 4 


Ingatſtone, 13 Nov. 1735. inclaſed in the Letter. 2 is 8 i 
2 1. \ \ [Hether a great Part of the Diſcourſe, audibly peng Y 


ced in your Church on Sunday, 26 October, by a Pe | . 


fa; who (it ſeems) has acquir'd the Name of Father Ward, did 
not; both by the Matter and his Mannet in the Delivery, plainly. 
appear to you, as well as the Generality of the Audience, to be 
aim'd at ſome particular Perſons, on ſome particular Occaſion ? 

9. 2. Whether the publiſhing any private Reſentments in ſuch 
a Manner, is either agreeable to the Character of a Clergyman, a,” 
Gentleman, or a Chriſtian ? | . 


2. 3. Whether any thing may be decently uttered i in the Pul- 


pit, which cannot with decency be ſaid in any other Place? On the 


contrary, whether ſome Things may not paſs in private Compa- 
ny, which would be very improper in a Publick Congregation? - 
9. 4. Whether if Father Ward had, in private Converſation, ta- 


ken ſo much Liberty with any of thoſe who had the Misfortune to 


fall under his high Diſpleaſure, as to tell them, That in their 
<. trifling Viſits, they did not regard whoſe Character or Reputa- 


< tion they attack'd, nor how they cramp'd the Sinews of a riſing 


« Man; that their Tongues were like a Sword in a Mad-man's 
Hand, which was miſchievouſly brandiſh'd about and wounded 
« all it touch'd ; and that their Tongues ſet on fire the whole 


«© Courſe of Nature, and were ſet on fire of Hell,” would he not 


have been juſtly thought a very inſolent ill-mannered Fellow? 
And was it not more indecent to direct any ſach Diſcourſe to any. 


particular Perſons from the Pulpit? 


_ 2; 5, But Querſum bac, why all this Noiſe? and on what Pro- 


vocation? Was there any thing more, than becauſe ſome Gentle-' 


men and Ladies in the Neighbouthood had preſumed to ſpeak 
their Opinions, in the Caſe of one of the good Father's Amours? 
Therefore, was not his chief Motive, by a wanton Oſtentation of 
his Wit (at the Expence of good Manners) to run down and tri- 


umph over thoſe unhappy Perſons, in a Place where he thought 


himſelf above Contradiction or Reply? 


2 6. Whether the common Occurrences of Life, are not the 
common e oy ROS And Wet Converſation can be 


FE. bert 
" The Mother of the young Lady was remov'd to that Plas with der Family 


* 


: kept alive without them ? Whether the Actions of any Perſon of 


any Rank or Degree, are exempt from the Opinion or Cenſure of 
the World? And whether there is any thing blame-worthy, in de- 


livering ſuch Opinion or Cenſure, in a Manner neither falſe, ſcan- - 


dalous, or malicious, nor outrageous or intemperate ? 
2. 7. Whether this juſt Liberty of Diſcourſe, is not one of the 
greateſt Preſervatives of Virtue? Whether Pride and Shame, are 


not ſtrong Guards againſt Vice and Folly ? Whether more Perſons 
have not been ſpurr'd on to good Actions, or deterr'd from ſuch _ 
as are baſe and ſhameful, upon thought of what the World will ſay, 


than what the Parſon can preach? And whether thoſe Perſons, who 
have ſo far harden'd themſelves as to be regardleſs of the Opinion 
of the World, are not in a deſperate Wa | 


9.8. Whether the Tongue has not 1 been allowed a Wo- 
man's lawful Weapon; and for a good Reaſon, becauſe that tender 


Sex have no other to defend themſelves? Whether it be either 
reaſonable or poſſible to deprive them of the Uſe of it? and if nei- 


ther reaſonable nor poſſible, what Title does he deſerve who makes 


any ſuch Attempt? : 5 6 
2.9. Whether there was any thing falſe, ſcandalous or malici- 


10 ous, outrageous or intemperate, in the Diſcourſe of any of thoſe 


. againſt whom the Preacher levell'd his eccleſiaſtical Artillery, be- 


cauſe they preſumed to talk of his Holineſs? Or had there been any 
ſuch, was not private Expoſtulation, a more proper Way to adduets, 75” 


than publick Railing? _ „„ 6 a 
9. 10. With what Grace could Vice correct Sin, or Catiline 


accuſe Cethegus ? whether he ſhould not firſt have pull'd the Beam 


out of his own Eye, before he pretended to take the Mote out of 
thoſe of his Brother's or Siſter's? Whether a great Part of his Ser- 
mon and a certain Letter which you have ſeen, were not more in- 
temperate. outrageous and opprobrious, than any Talk which is 
known to have paſſed among any of thoſe he aim'd at? | 
2.11. Whether the railing his Battery upon another Man's 
Ground, to be within Gun-ſhot of thoſe he intended to canno- 
nade, and firing ſo furiouſly upon them, was not only an Abuſe. 
of the Place wherein he ſtood, and the Liberty with which he 


was there intruſted, but alſo highly impertinent and ill manner'd? '* 


9.12. Whether his preaching there in ſuch a Manner, as to 
affront ſome, alarm others, and put the whole Congregation into 
a Diſcompoſure unfit for the ſolemn Occaſion of the holy Sacra- 
met, then ready to be adminiſtred, at a Time when nothing 
ſhou'd have been heard but the ſoft Breath of Unity, Peace and 
Concord, and the holy Commemoration, was not moreover highly 
irreverent and unſeaſonable? 2 | 5 

9. 13. Whether he ſhould not remember, that it is his Duty as 
well as his Profeſſion, to imitate the Example, and obſerve the 


Precepts of our Saviour, who was meek and humble, who whea © 


he was reviled, reviled not again, who rebuked his Diſciples for « 
Spirit of Revenge, and gave 1 following Precepts co them and 
93 5 5 „ . . 
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| their Succeſſors, Love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe yon. 


do Good to them that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully 
1e you and perſecute uu . 
9. 14. Whether a young Fellow of five and twenty who boaſts 


of thirteen Intrigues, does not make a very indiſcreet Uſe of his 


Tongue, and a ſevere Satire upon himſelf? And whether ſuch 
Conduct is not more like a Prieſt of Venus, than a Miniſter of 
Feſus Chriſt? n 


. 15. Whether Inſolence or Impudence are any Marks of In- 


— nocence ? And whether a bold Aſſertion, that a Man has done no- 


thing but his Duty, without any other Defence, can ever be 
thought a ſufficient Acquittal againſt any Accuſation whatſoeyer ? 


Upon theſe Queries and Letter to Mr. Ralph, he was ſo good 
as to come to C. H. at the Red Lion in Ingaiſtone the ſame 
Day; where, after ſome Diſcourſe, he propos d the Agreement 
often mention'd in theſe Papers, which he confirm'd two Days 
after, Saturday the 15th, having then ſeen Mr. ard; but in- 


| Read of ſigning the Agreement, Mr. Vard thought fit after a fer 
Days to write the following Letter to C. HI. 


Ne VIII, Mr. Ward's frft Letter to C. H. 


SIR, + 2g: Margaretting, Nov. 18, 1 735. | 


THE Sermon that is the Subject of your, Letters and Que- 


[J ries, was compoſed and delivered at Xed/effone in Derbyſhire 


three Years agone. Had you at firſt taken the proper Way of 


coming at this ſatisfatory Information, you ſhould have had it 


from me, who now, in the preſence of God, make this ſolemn 


"Declaration, that neither in the Matter nor Manner of Delivery 


of it, on O. 26. in Ingatſtone Church, did J intend any Abuſe, 


Reproach, or Invective againſt you, or your Family, whom I had 
never heard charged with that particular Crime. My Commiſ- 


fion then warranted me to reprove within the Bounds of Charity 
and Decency. I believe I let nothing fall unbecoming the Cha- 


racter ef a Clergyman, or which can any Ways be conſtrued as 


wanting a due Reſpect to you. I am ſure no ſuch thing was by 


me deſigned ; and whether others, or myſelf had taken offenſive 
Liberties, or ſaid more than the Occaſion deſerved, I hope time 
will ſhew, by the proper Acknowledgments that ought to be 


made. I am not afraid to explain my late Conduct in any Shape my 
Accuſers may chalk out for me: And if they, whoſe Indignation 
I never ſtudied to provoke, will not accept of the proper over- 


- tures I ſhall ever be ready to make of Peace and Chriſtian Fellow- © 


ſhip, I hope they will have no Pretence, at leaſt, to find Fault with 


my Endeavours of clearing up my Reputation, in going as far as | 


being angry and fin not, wil JO me in the particular Remon- 
france, If what I have conſeſſed gives you an Opportunity of ex- 


* _ 


ho 


plaining your Motives, and ſhewing me that your Apprehenfions 
were groundleſs, it may be no Cauſe of Uneaſineſs to you, and it 
will be a ſingular Pleaſure to | ; : 
A | Tour bumble Servant, 


| | = Ward. 
Ne IX. The Anſwer e... 
1 8 


- A T my return home on Saturday Evening, J had the Pleaſure 


of meeting with yours of the 18th Inſtant, in which you 


are N to ſay, that the Sermon which was the Subject of 


my Letters and Queries, was compoſed and delivered three Years 
before at Kedletone in Derbyſhire, which may not be improba- 
ble; but can it be truly affirm'd, Sir, that the ſecond Edition at 
Ingalſtone was, without any Alterations, Additions, or Amend- 
ments? You likewiſe ſolemnly (and J hope ſincerely) declare, 
that in your Publication, you did not intend any Abuſe, Reproach, 
or Invective, againſt me or my Family, for which I return you 
Thanks; but can you, without Offence to Truth ſay, that no ſuch 
things (tho' you may ſoften the Terms) were intended to any 
other particular Perſon or Perſons? If you can, 1 am ſorry 
Mr. Sidney ſhould tell me it was aim'd at old Preſcott, as he was 
pleas'd to call his Uncle, and that my taking notice of 'it would 
ſpoil his Game. If any Paſſages or Sentences were compoſed or ut- 
tered with regard to Mr. Preſcott, others muſt be included; he was 


not a Pantomime to Play all the Parts of the Farce himſelf, nor 
could he in any trifling Viſits monoplize all the calumnious 
Diſcourſe, as if he had been in a Rofrum; and if any others 


were involved with him in any imaginary Crime (for I muſt de- 
elare I have not yet diſcovered any real one) a great Majority of 
that ſmall number, were of that tender Sex which claim Civility 

even from Savages. Therefore, in their Defence, when by a. 
great Concurrence of Evidence it appeared to me that they had 


been affronted, and inſulted, (as I thought, without any Cauſe). 


I appeared as I have done. Theſe were my Motives, and my Ap- 

rehenſions I cannot yet think groundleſs. The Methods 
"ink ſeemed to me moſt proper, and tho' to ſome others 
it might ſeem to be the furtheſt Way about, will, as I be. 
lieve, prove the neareſt way home. I ſhall always be ready to ac- 
cept an Explanation of your Conduct, and any proper Over- 


tures of Peace and Chriſtian Fellowſhip. My Sentiments are 


ſufß eiently explained in my late Papers, which are in your Pol-.. 
ſeſſion; and if you can convince me, that when you preached your 


late Sermon you intended nothing perſonal, that your Mind was 


free from all Rincour, Reſentment, and Animofity, that the Time 
and Place, and ſeveral of the Expreſſions were well choſen, and 


properly adapted, and that you kept within the .Bounds of your 
Duty and good Manners ; My Miſtakes ſhall, without any uneaſi- 
: i * „ 5 - pF 2 N : 2 
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| Knee inſerted, that he intended none upon any other Fesſon- - 


"fd 


neſs, be readily acknowledged. 1 haps ſome whom you know 


will preſerve the ſame temper of Min 


pleafare | which will be a ſingular 
eaſure to Pl 88 


Sir, your humble Servant, SHEN 
Nov. 24. 1733. : os <a 
No Xx. A ſecond Letter from Mr. Ward to C. H. | 


M Y abſence from home moſt part of the Week, and ſome 
| other accidental Avocations, have hindered me from anſwer- 
ing your Letter ſooner : The Sum of the Objections it contains 


is this, that thro" my perſonal Views and Prejudices to Mr. Preſ- 


cott, I pointed the ackworoledged Additions to my Sermon princi- 
pally at him, who did but act in concert with ſome other Per- 
ſonages who have ſuffered by thoſe Additions ; and therefore that 
you, the Defender of injur'd Innocence, was provoked to enter 
the Liſts, and reprove the Offender. | ; | . 
Now, Sir, I deny that I was in the leaſt offended with thoſe 

Ladies who made my Amour with Miſs B-——4 an occaſional Sub-: 
ject of their Converſation ; unpolite, certainly, had been the 
Atrempt to abridge them of that Freedom, which Nature 

and their own Inclinations in ſeveral Reſpects may fairly entitle 
them to; and, I can fincerely declare, that my private Reſent- 
ments never roſe to that undue Pitch of proſtituting the Cauſe 


of Religion to my propos'd Defence; and had I been admitted to 


an Interview with. you, before you erected your late arbitrary 
Court of Inquiſition, I had properly ſtudied your Conviction, by 
the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances of my abhorrence to all unſeemlineis 


and aſperity of Carriage, that puts on the leaſt Appearance of ſul- 
_ Jying the Brightneſs of the Ladies Characters. Tis to be hop'd 
that you and I, and others, who may at any Time' appear their 
Advocates, will be true to our Truſt, and defend them with 


Courage, as we may pretend to love them with Innocence: But pray 
where's the Difficulty in ſeparating the Perſonages? Where the 
Offence to good Manners, in ſingling out a ſcabbed Sheep? 
where the Injuſtice, in fixing a proper ſhare of blame upon your 
buſy Pantomine  * I mean in common Converſation, for by the 


Circumſtances of my Sermon, tis impoſſible to ſuppoſe I would 
intend the leaſt perſonal Reflection upon him. + He, the Benzmora 


of Defamation, ſcorn'd to be under any Obligation to foreign In- 
vention, for that pious Story of aiding and abetting ; in this he 
monopoliz'd all the calumnious Diſcourſe, and could he be deem'd 
Innocent, when under the Guilt of framing ſuch a profound 


 Falfity ? As ſoon you may convince me of his bleſſed Diſpoſi- | 
tion to Peace-making, his diffuſive Hoſpitality and Affectien to 


Sic. 5 . 5 To 
} In a'Copy of this Letter in the Hands of Mr. Ralph, an Iaterlineation is 


„ 


1 
to FJatobitiſin, his low and evaſive Denial of what he had not long 
before ſo peremptorily aſſerted, is a Matter of fact that reſts upon 
the Faith of undeniable Witneſſes, and to their Teſtimony the 
Appeal muſt lie. When a Servant cries ſhame upon a Man who 
ſtands convicted in the Face of the World for ſo notorious an En- 
mity to Truth, 'tis then, no Wonder, that the Preacher becomes 
his Enemy, the Doctrine a particular Reflection. Cain ſaid, every 
thing knew him to be a Murtherer ; impoſſible, unleſs his Cone 
ſciouſneſs was to him that every thing. For once pray make the 
Inference yourſelf. ——D—D— Your Minion Mr. Preſcott, by con- 
tracting a general Diſſuaſive from a Crime, into a perſonal Appli- 
cation, was, as the King in Hamlet, at the Repreſentation of 


the Play; and where is all this Farce? I am afraid he was gall'd too 


much to the quick, to find one of your Jokes in it. My publick 
Reproofs upon that Occaſion were, ſincerely ſpeaking, quite gene- 
ral; and was I to, be abuſed at all Events, becauſe to Mr. Sidney's 
good Uncle they accidentally and uncivilly came home, and indeed, 
I cannot ſee how they well could be avoided? The Sinner was as it 

were taken in the very Fact, and has ever ſince, by his bluſtering 
under the Defendit numerus, pleaded guilty to the Charge, which 
he has brought upon himſelf, by crying Whore firſt, In this ini- 
quitous Relation you bore no Part, the Ladies had too much Ho- 
nour to coin and utter ſo adulterate an Impreſſion ; and can you 
ſay this is only an imaginary Crime? Can you yet with all your 
mighty Penetration diſcover no real one? Is it ſo trifling thing to 

ſacrifice all the Regards, the common Regards that are due to 

Truth and the Rights and Comforts of Society, to a wild, Peak ® 

or ſome worſe Motives? What then becomes of all your concur- * 
ring Evidence, of your whole Maſs of Scurrility ? Diſengage your 
ſelf from this great Dictator, and bid him no more to ſay to you, 
go and do Thou likewiſe. But a Word with you, as to your, laſt 
Subterfuge, I am ſure Mr. os was aim'd at, becauſe 
Mr. Sidney declared ſo. — — Hold, good Sir, this will ap- 
| pear too weak a Foundation to ſhore up your Fabrick of Defence: 
Mr. Sidney received your firſt Letter before you had one Inter- 
view with him, and what were the Contents of it, I wiſh. 
could, for your ſake, tranſgreſs the Rules of Charity, in judging 


of it. Had you form'd your Sentiments upon a calm and delibe- | 


rate Inquiry, Hearſays and forc'd Conſtructions had not then been 
your faulty Rule ; you had not then hurt your Reputation, by con- 
demning what may be aſſerted you could poſſibly be no proper 
Judge of, unleſs at all Events you are determined to find fault with 
a Diſcourſe becauſe it is illuſtrated with The written Word of Goo ; 
and perhaps you may call this the neareſt way home. But the time 
will come, I preſume, when you will have quite different Con- 
. ceptions. Now, Sir, did not you brand me in a very unbecom- 
ing Manner, with preaching an occaſional Sermon Ne ſome 

particular Perſons, before Mr. Sidngy made this alledged Dif- 
a 28 9 covery, 
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very. as you certainly did, what Excuſe muſt we have next, 
& — 4 other Chaka will you direct your Thoughts, to 
convince the World, that you have not treated me with too raſh 
Cenſures, and unwarrantable Accuſations, Mr. Sidney has am- 
ply defended himſelf, and your Attacks upon him in your Letter 
to me are ſo very harmleſs, that nothing but a Defence can make 
them conſiderable. I ſhall only ſay, that, as he had no Commiſſion 
from me to declare that any Perſon was my particular Mark, he 
may have juſt Reaſon to blame you for divulging what was as 
neu much a Matter of Secreſy as of Rι , and to approve the Truth 
| of that ſafe Maxim, e tha | 


Duid de guogue vire, & cui dicas, ſafe caveto. 


Excuſe me for adding, that when he ſaw an /Zgyptian ſmiting an 
Heb reto, one of his Brethren, was he to be ſo far from avenging the 
Wrong, as to encourage and aſſiſt the Doer of it? I muſt ſay that | 
a Cauſe ſeems to be gaſping for Life when *tis brought ſo low as 1 
to hang upon common Hearſays and Breaches of Faith; they are ; 
generally the laſt Pangs, and portend a ſudden Diſſolution. 
2 8 * e e 


| mo Nur very Humble Servant, 
Margaretting, | — Ward. 
Nov. 29. 1735. VVV 8 Ant 
© Sth Ne XI. Anſwer to Mr. Ward's ſecond Letter. 
STR, 


1 Met with yours of the 29th of November, in my Way ta 

Condom, Where a multiplicity of other Affairs admitted no lei- 

ſure for an Anſwer, or ſo much as a deliberate Peruſl. 
I received it with great Pleaſure, hoping to find. an Explanation 

of your late Conduct, and your promis'd Overtures of Peace and 

Chriſtian Fellowſhip, with ſome Arguments tending to prove, 
that when you preached your late Sermon, you had no perſonal 
Intention, that your Mind was free from Rancour and Reſentment, 

that the Time and Place and the Expreſſions remarked, were 
well choſen and properly applied, and that you kept within the 
Bounds of your Duty and good Manners ; but how fleeting are 
all our Hopes! I ſoon found that the LE thiopian could not change 
his Skin, nor the Leopard his Spots. You have Indeed given a 
Clear. Explanation of your Conduct, as I think, not much to your 
own Advantage, when, inſtead of your Overtures of Peace and © 

Cbriſtian Charity, and ſhewing a Mind free from Rancour and Re. 

k ſentment, you have been as Javiſhly proſuſe of the moſt ſpiteful, 

; rude, indecent Expreſſions of Rancour and Malice, as if you had 

| Jarrificed all the Regards, the common Regards due io Truth, Reaſony 
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[15] 0 
Charity and Decenty, to a wild Pique (not Peak as you learnedly 
| ſpell the Word) or to ſame worſe Motives. 1 
Wbat is further contained in your long Letter ſeems to | 
_ ſhallow Underſtanding only a confus'd Chaos of Cant and Jar- 
gon, unmeaning Expreſſions, unjuſt Compariſons and Miſre- - 
preſentations, no more to any Purpoſe in Hand, than the empty 
rattling of Beans in a Bladder. 
But altho' the Letter be to no Purpoſe, it may be handled to 
ſome Purpoſe; that the Matter may be ſet in a true Light, I ſhall 
therefore pay it due Reſpects; but as you have not been pleaſed . 
to anſwer any one Queſtion or Poſition laid down in any of 
mine, addreſs'd to yourſelf or Friends, I hope you don't expect 
any regular Anſwer to this looſe Rhapſody of yours. I aflure you, 
rather than undertake it, I would be obliged to paſs a live-long 
Summer's Day in the idle Fatigue of hunting of Butter-flies. 
You know, Sir, that Self is the Center of all human Actions, I 
ſhall therefore begin with what more immediately concerns me; 
and firſt, I think that either you are; not very skilful in eafting 
up Sums, or would be skilful in miſcaſting and mifrepreſenting; 
compare my Letter with your Sum of the Objections in it, and ſee 
if you have ſummed them up fairly.: _ Arts | 
For a further diſplay of your happy Talent at Miſrepreſentation, 
.you invite me toa Parley, and tell me, -I am ſure Mr. Preſcott was 
aim'd at, becauſe Mr. Sidney declared ſo; I defy you to find any 
ſuch thing either expreſs'd or implied in my Letter (whatever 
Confidence I may have in Mr. Sidney's Veracity) but upon this 
groundleſs Foundation, you are, it ſeems, without any Ground, to 
charge me with a Subterfuge. „ „ 27 O08 
Subterfuges, ſham Pleas, and ſuch evaſive lurking Holes, are 
the miſerable ſhifts of thoſe who cannot make a fair Defence; they 
are no Weapons fit for the Aſſailant or Complainant; now as I 
have been all along Plaintiff in this Cauſe, and ſhall not eafily 
quit my Poſt, what Occaſion have I for Subterfuges? However, to 
clear up this Matter, let us go backwards, in order to ſet out 
right if poſſible. „ ce en e e LN 
- Mr. Vard takes upon him to preach a very remarkable Sermon, 
in a Place where his Duty gave him no Call, and at 2 Time 
Which ought to have put him under ſome Reſtraint © In this 
Sermon, the Warmth of his Expreſſions, his vehement Utterance, 
and the Direction of his Eyes and Hands, to particular Pews, 
and Perſons, left no room to any of the ſenſible Part of the Con- 
gregation to entertain the leaſt Doubt of a perſonal Intention, 
and forced Mr.  Ra/pb himſelf (however inclinable to conceal 
the Spots in a Black Gown) to wiſh the Sermon had not 
been preached at that Timm. e po on 
His Meaning being as tranſparentas his Expreſſions indecent;which- 
| were proved by Noon-day Evidence; there was ground ſufficient 
todraw up a Charge, 1 Was ſenſible the good Man, who is fertile 
551 EK | = —_ 
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abſent Man? 


| : a a EE 
[16] 
nSubterfuges, had Shelters ready to fly to,tho' they might have been 


as uſeleſs as a Sieve againſt a Storm, but, unluckily, in the interim 
comes a poſitive Witneſs to confirm all the other Evidence, a very 


intimate Friend of the Preacher, and one who is thought to be 


particeps criminis, freely confeſſes that old Preſcott was aimed at 

in the Sermon, with this Addition, that if I took notice of it, I 

ſhould ſpoil his Game. _ : | | 
I am ſure Mr. Sidney has too much Honour to deny his Words, 


or to pretend that they were extorted, or wheedled out of him, 
under any Promiſe or Condition of Secreſy, and your Object ion 


that he declared this without any Commiſſion from you, muſt 
move either Pity or Laughter. If the Conſent of the Criminal 
was requiſite to the Admiſſion of Evidence againſt him, I doubt 
we ſhould have very few Convicts. | | | 
Where will you now find any Subterfuge or Breach of Faith? 
You may as well charge me with Murder or Theft, or the Breach 
of all the Ten Commandments; to what Purpoſe then have you 
fir'd your ſputtering Squibs and Crackers, thro* above a third Part 
of your Letter? Unleſs you hoped to eſcape by their Noiſe and 
Stench; would not ſuch idle Fougades, ſuch vain Airs of Triumph, 
ſeem ridiculouſly impertinent in any ether Perſon ? 5 
But, to come to a more cool and ſober State of the Caſe as it 


now ſtands, I charged you with indecent Expreſſions in your Ser- 
mon; have any of the Expreſſions been denied, or can the Decen- 
ey of them be juſtified ? Will any one ſay the Time and Place were 


well choſen? If you had truly intended to preach againſt ill go- 


vern'd Tongues in general, would not the Sermon have been more 


8 in your own Church; and even in that Caſe, had it been 
ike a prudent Surgeon, to apply Cau/ticks where Anodynes would 
have been more ſuitable, and would not your own Example have 


been a neceſſary Preparative ? 


You would fain evade the Charge of any perſonal Aim or In- 
tention; but how will you acquit yourſelf? was it not obvious to 
all who heard the Sermon? have you not own'd the Sermon to 
be occaſional ? have you not confeſs'd that you made Alterations 
in “ it? were not theſe Alterations occaſional? was not the Scene 
eccafional? and was not the Occaſion of all this generally 
known? You have indeed endeavoured to acquit yourſelf, as to 
the Ladies, I wiſh they may have Faith and Charity enough to 
believe you. I muſt confeſs, J find it difficult to reconcile the 
ewo Ends of a Contradiction, When the whole Tenor of your Con- 
duct declares the contrary; I can as ſoon believe Tranſubſtantia - 
tion, or any thing, if poſſible, more contradictory to common Senſe. 

If it was aim'd only at Mr. Preſcott, why was the Sermon 


preach'd when he was not preſent? Or at leaſt, why were not the 


obnoxious Alterations omitted at a Time ſo unſeaſonable for them? 
And how improper was all your Heat and Vehemence againſt an 


3s I am 
Vid. Ward's Sccond Letter. | 


1 | 
T am really concern'd at your groſs Abuſe of holy Writ. he 
Practice 4 the Miſery and Complaint of eve 4 an — : = 
the Beginning of Chriſtianity, The Letter of thoſe ſacred Vo- 
lumes has been often tortur'd and forced to ſay what it never in- 
tended ; if you had read the Epiſtle of Janes before you preach'd $ 
Four Sermon, you would have found, that the keen Darts which -Y 
* flung at the Heads of others, more deeply wounded yourſelf; = 
f your Amour would not allow you Leiſure to read the Para- 
 Phraſts or Commentators, had you only looked into the Contents 
drawn up at the Head'of the third Chapter, you might have found 
that you were not raſhly nor arrogantly to reprove others, but 
rather to bridle your own Tongue. You would have found from 
the firſt Verſe, that the whole Chapter is directed to ſuch arro- 
gant little Maſters as yourſelf, and might with Shame have obſer- 
ved, whoſe were the Tongues which ſet on fire the whole Courſe 
of Nature, and were ſet on fire of Hell. Will you dare any longer 
to call your wilful Perverſion illuſtrating your Diſcourſe by the 
1 written Word of God? e ERR Ne EET 8 0 
And now I ſhall leave it to any indifferent Judges, whether it 
does not appear by the Proceſs of this Conteſt, that you ſtand con- 
| vidted of this ſhort but heavy Charge, that you have abuſed your 
Neighbours, abuſed your Commiſſion, and abuſed the writen 
Word of God. 3 1 | . 
But perhaps it may be ask d, what had to do with all this? Why; 
if I ſee an Incendiary firing my Neighbour's Houſe, may I not en- 
deayour to extinguiſh the Flames? I was aſhamed to ſee a half cal« 
low, forward Bird, lately tumbled out of his Neft in the College, 
ſoaring on' his new harden'd Pinions, and flying in the Faces of 
his Betters. I was willing to act in the Defence of injur'd Inno- 
- cence, in the Defence of the Laity, againſt the growing Arrogance 
and Inſolence of too many of the Clergy, who, if not liable to be 
called to account, would ſoon grow intolerable; and laſtly, E 
thought it of Service to Religion in general, ſuch furious hot- 
headed Preachers, being likely to drive more Chriſtians out of the 
Church, than the more moderate of their Brethren, by their pru- 
dent Diſcourſes and Behaviour, can perſuade into it. | | 
| You complain that you are accug'd by hearſay ; I would gladly * 
know what Proof can be made of any Words or Expreſſions, indit- 
- able, actionable, or any way blamable, but from the Mouths of 
thoſe who heard them; therefore how can my Accuſation be cal- 
led groundleſs? _ ns 3 5 
8 Why it ſeems I ſhould have firſt apply d to you. For what Par- 
| Poſe? the more obnoxious Expreſſions were well proved, and as 
well underſtood. I could have expected nothing from you but 
| Quibbles, Evaſions, and Subterfuges, and we ſhould have had no 
Dealing, unleſs I would have parted from Reaſon and Evidence, 
in exchange for your Bills of Aſſurance, a Sort of Stock, which I 
15 muſt confeſs, is in no great _— with me. And now ws 


TRY - 


1 think, done with the Sermon, your ſubſequent Behaviour ſhall 


de the Subject of my next, which ſhall not be long delay'd by, 


0 Decenb. 1735. e e ee e e e, 
P. $. I would not finiſh this till I had ſeen Mr. Ralpb, and then 
hearing you were not in the Country, kept it hy me to fend with 


1 ot al Tg ͤ Moy, ie 
NM. B. It was this Evening that C. H. had the Meeting with 


Mr. Ralpb, at Mr, Auſfin's in Ing atſtone, in order to puſh 


* 


would not have been inſiſted on. 
No XII. Second Auſwer to Mr. Ward, chiefy concerning. 
8 „ i Mr. Preſcott.. 7 4 Lens YT SOAR da 


H IN ia my laft diſpatch'd what I thought. neceflary 
concerning your Sermon, and almoſt exhauſted the Subject, 
1 ſhall now come to your ſubſequent Conduct: You were pleaſed 
to. tax me with Subterfuges and Excuſes, when I thought I had no 
Occafion for either. I wiſh you; may. as eaſily clear yourſelf; 
your affected Bluſter at the formal Tender of my firſt Letter, I 
Lan look upon no otherwiſe than as a bullying Subterfuge, ta avoid 
coming to a fair Vindication ; your affirming that the Sermon was 
preached three Years before, when you were conſcipus of the 
Additions and Alterations made in Aſum Ingaiſtone, was it not a 
mere Subterfuge? Your needleſs mocking of God, by a ſolemn 
Declaration limited to me and my Family, when the Charge re- 
quired one much more extenſive, I ſhould have thought in a Lay. 
man a profane Subterfuge ; what is it then when it comes from 
the Holy Robes? TI cannot imagine what Subterfuge or Excuſe 
we ſhall have for not executing your Treaty agreed by Mr. Ralpb, 
and declaring under your Hand, that in your Sermon you aim'd at 
No particular Perſon or Perſons, though I think it is not difficult 
to gueſs at the true Reaſon; but for what reaſon, after that, and 
the Chrifſtian-like Propoſals in your Letter, you carry on the War 
in the manner yon have done, God and your own Heart only © 
The moſt ſevere Storms of your Anger ſeem now contract ed to 
fall upon the devoted Head of Mr. Preſcott ; againſt him you have 
ſurely emptied your Quiver of all its poiſon'd Arrows of Detrac- 
tion; he (poor Gentleman) is clawed off back Stroke, and fore 
Stroke, and his Character both negatively and poſitively defined, 
He is not, it ſeems, (in your Judgment) of a Diſpoſition to Peace- 
making; you are not to be convinced of his diffufive Hoſpitality, 
nor of his Affection to Facobiti/m, forſooth; but when.you.come 


the Agreement, which, before Mr. #arq's ſecong Letter, 


to deſcribe what he is, how monſtrous the Figure appears? He is 


| then aſcabbed Sheep, a buly Pantomine, (as you. call it) a Brus- 
Mor of Defamation, a ſelf-conſcigus, guilty Cain, a — | 


„ Ls | 
of calumnious Diſcourſe, a Framer of profound Filfities, and 
what is ſarely very bad, he is my Minion, and my great Dictator 
Lou might as well, when your Hand was in, have named twenty) 
ugly things more as unlike the Original; but what you have done, 
is more than fufficient for ene Meal, and ſmells fo rank, it is not 
worth ſetting by; perhaps, as you have. cook'd up your Galli. 
maufry with your windy Froth of whipt Cream and Alloes, it 
may pleaſe two or three vitiated Palates, but I am confident it will 
be nauſeaus to every Perfon of any tolerable Taſte. If you had 
thought of your ſafe Maxim, Quid de guogue viro, & cui dicat 
ſepe catalo, you might have ſaved yourſelf à great deal of Labour, 
and ſoma Remains of Credit. „„ | 8 
III Painters are very apt to charge, as they call it, and make 
their Figures and Features more remarkable than they appear in 
Nature, and in drawing of Characters there is generally too much 
of Satyr or Panepyrick ; but your Picture is ſo very unartful and 
unreſembling, that if you had not writ the Name at length, no 
e Mortal bows; have thought of any thing like it. ; 
I aſſfure you, Mr. Preſcott is neither my Minion nor Sweet- 
heart, neither my great nor little Dictator 3 but as he is 4 Neigh- 
bour, a Gentleman, and a Friend, I am aſhamed to fee him fo 
ſcandalouſly abuſed ; fome of your Friends have taſted of his Ho- 
ſpitalicy, and, I dare affirm, had no reaſon to find fault with it. 
I am ſure T ought, on this Occafion, to do him the Juſtice to own, 
| that 1 have been often entertained: at his Table with Elegance and 
. Plenty; nor can I omit this further Juſtice to him, that I have 
| been witneſs to ſeveral of his laborious Endeavours to reftore 
Peace among his Neighbours ;: and in his own Caſe, I have known 
him embrace a Reconciliation, and the Breach of it afterwards not 
Thus far I hope you may be convinced, if you have not ſhut 
your Eyes and Ears againſt Conviction; I muſt confeſs, indeed, 
that I never heard he either had or pretended any Affection to | 


 Farobitiſm; but will you call this a Crime? 8 
l What notorious Actions then has this grievous Sinner been 
; guilty of, to deſerve ſuch a Load of foul Language? Why, it ſeemg . 
there is ſomething of a Story of aiding and abetting, he having 
(as it is ſaid) charged Mr. Ralph as an Aſſiſtant or Favourer 01 
Mr. Ward, in an Affair then in han. 
Vou have aceuſed Mr. Preſcott with the Invention of this pious 
Story, (as you call it;) now, as you could not have the leaſt Sha- 
dow of 2 Reaſon to ſupport it, your Accuſation, ad to this Point, 
muſt be falſe and groundlefs.' nul et Tora 7 8 0 
Io proceed further; how do you know that any, and What 
Story was ſo much as vented by Mr. Preſcott? Were you prefent at 
hie Sermon? Have you at any time ſince applied to him, either 
for his Words or Meaning? Does this Part of the Accuſation de? 
pend upon any thing mote than Hlearſay, hoſe: and indefs 
Hear -ſay, without any . Words or Expreſſions? _ 
N | 2 | Sir, 


1 . 
Sir, try if you can reconcile the jarring Parts of your Letter, and 
compoſe it into any degree of Conſiſtence, and ask your own Con- 
ſcience, if you have made uſe of juſt Weights and Meaſures. | 
But ſuppoſing Mr. Ralph was charged with aſſiſting or favour- 
ing Mr. Ward, was Mr. Ward's Attempt lawful or unlawful? if 
lawful, was it a Crime in any of his Friends to aſſiſt him? If any 
Methods were taken which Mr. Preſcott or others might think 
not very fair or honourable, to compaſs a Deſign not unlawful in 
itſelf, what does this Fault or Error amount to ? Have you not 
been exaggerating Mole-hills into Mountains ? . | 
What was there in all this, which could over-boil Mr. Ra/ph's 
Anger to that degree, that it is not yet cool, but ſeems to be 
ſubſided into Malice ? What that could provoke Mr. Ward's Chri- 
ſtian Temper into ſuch an Exceſs of declamatory Bombaſt ? But 
indeed the Heat of his Imagination ſeems to hurry him into that 
degree of Blindneſs, that he cannot ſee the Difference 'between 
kurting a Man's Corns by a caſual Stumble, and wilfully cutting 
his Throat; he treats a Scratch like a Cancer ; and if a Candle or 
two be lighted to look into a dark Story, he cries out as if the 
World was to be ſet on Fire. 5 5 
But I am inform'd, (and apt to believe my Informers) that 
Mr. Preſcott explained his Meaning to reach no further, than that 
Mr. Ra/ph's Name was made ufe of in a Letter of Mr. Ward's : 
Now, Sir, can you lay your Hand upon your Heart, and ſeriouſly 
affirm, that there was not, in any of your Letters to Miſs Bad, 
 Jome fuch Paſſage as follows ?: Dear Miſs Saliy, Mr. Ralph 
may end it before you and Mamma leave the Country. And if 
you did not in the ſame Letter acquaint her, That her Fortune was 
18 hundred Pounds: If there was any ſuch Paſſage, and it 
came to Mr. Preſcott's Ear, or whether it was true or falſe, if he 
had an Author for it, your civil Title of the Behemoth of Defama- 
lion, who ſcorn'd to be under any Obligation to a foreign Inven- 
tion, is as void of Juſtice as Good-manners ; and your charging 
him with the Guilt of framing ſuch a profound Fallity, is only a 
profound Piece of groundleſs Scandal. „ 
To go through all your Ribaldry, would be worſe than wading 
in a Dunghill ; and what does it all prove? it proves indeed, that 
the Preacher and the Letter-writer are the ſame Perſon; and that 
*he Sermon will want no further Comment or Explanation ; but 
t does not, in the leaſt, prove Mr. Preſcott to be the Perſon you 
aave repreſented. I doubt it will hardly prove, that Mr. Ward 
abounds either in Truth, Juſtice, good Senſe, or Good manners; 
or that his Behaviour is ſuitable to the Character either of a 
| Gentleman, a Clergyman, or a Chriſtian. 1 4 
If you write any more on any of theſe Subjects, let me intreat 
you to ſtick cloſer to Fact and Argument, and not to tire a worn- 
out old Fellow with following you over Hills and Dales, through 
Buſhes and Briars of Scandal and Impertinence ; but if I may 


L 21 


5 give you one Piece of Advice, in return to many of yours, it 


be only this, Go thy way, and fin no more. Lam, 


Sir, your Humble Servant, 55 
14 Dec. 17335. C. H. in the fingular Number. 


P. S. You charge me with ſome Attacks upon Mr. Sidney, which, 
It ſeems, are very harmleſs; and ſo they muſt be, for I am ſure I 
neither deſigned nor knew of any; you might therefore have kept 
your ſafe Maxim for your own Uſe, who ſeem very much to want 


it; nor was I ever in Ægypt or Barbadees +; and as the g. 


tian ſmote firſt, I doubt he will fall to your Share. However, 1 
congratulate the Gemini in the Zodiac of Margaretting on their 
happy Union ; never two Parts of a Tally joined better; "never 
were Knight and Squire more equally match'd——J EF; cantare 
pares, & reſpondere parati. | Fs 5 
The two laſt Letters were left at Mr. Vard's Lodgings, Sun- 
day, 14. Dec. and the following was left, Monday the 15th, at the 
Crown in Ingat/fone, by a Servant of Mr. Ralph; but when the 


following was written, Qs. 


Ns XL. Mr. Ward's third and loft Letter to C. H. 
SIX. | | | HE: 
om unmanly Treatment of me who have appeared fo offici- 
A ous in my Conceſſions to you, muſt juſtify me in my De- 
mand upon you, to haſten the proper Submiſſion; as my Reputa- 
tion hay been intemperately attack d by you, upon bare Surmiſes 
and idle Dreams, what Excuſe. can you now form for your Back- 
 wardneſs, to diſcharge ſo neceſſary a Piece of common Juſtice ?- 
Far be it from me to threaten you with an Attempt, to renew 
your Acquaintance * with a Newgate Cell; but you cannot ſeri- 
ouſly blame me, if I content myſelf with an Addreſs.to the World 
upon my Sermon, that you have charged with ſcattering Filth and 


Ordure; and if you be found to perſevere in your haughty Silence, - 


will not impartial Readers interpret it into the Motives of a _rivet- - 
ted Attachment to an ungrounded Opinion, which, to recant in 
a proper Way, can methinks be no Debaſement to your great Fi- 


Lure, eſpecially as it will be eſteemed the beſt Expedient to merit 


the Forgiveneſs of, | 0s oh 

„ da abi Hour very Humble Servant, 
Margaretting, | parks ..W 
Dec. 13, 1735. Par nobile Fratrum. 


1 Mr. Ward is faid to be a Native of that Iſland. 


C. H. had the Misfortune to be confined in Newgate during the two 
Suſpenſions of the Habeas 4d, under K. G. I. for what Reaſon no Mortal 
ever yet knew; therefore cannot think himſelf one of thoſe who ought to 
be aſhamed of it * but he had ne Acquaintance with the Cells there, they 


deingz built ſome 


cars after for other Sorts of Perſons, 


% 
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No XIV. The Anſwer thought moſt proper to the next precee ts, 


but the ſending delayed upon Requeſt, and a Propoſal of Accom- 
modation. | 8 7 = | 


1 Profeſs (Mr. Ward) that the reading of your Letter, which I 
| received this Morning, put me in almoſt as much Diſorder as 
I believe you were in at the Writing. I was really concerned to 
hear you complain of my Treatment of you, who have appeared 
ſo officious in your Conceſſions, when, if 5 5 had not quite loſt 
your conſidering Cap, you muſt have reeollected how, and why 
you had flown from your Treaty concluded by your Plenipo, 
that you ſhould clear yourſelf from any perſonal Meanings in your 
Sermon; and how, afterwards, inſtead of your promiſed Chriſtian- 
like Overtures, without any Provocation, you attack'd me and 
others in a diſorderly intemperate Letter, to which you have had 
two long, and, I think, full Anſwers. 15 

The Diſorder ſeems to grow upon you, when you talk idly of 


my haughty Silence; for I am certain, that in your Jucid Intervals, 


you fincerely think, that my Fault has been in ſpeaking my Mind 
too fully, and with too much Freedom, — 
But when you mount into your airy Flights of Submiſſions, Re- 
cantations, and Expedients to merit your Forgiveneſs, you cer- 
tainly were elevated upon the higheſt Pinacle of 2uixotiſm. That 
whimſical Knight could not more unſeaſonably have put on the 
_ lofty Airs of a Conqueror, when he lay with aking Bones, un- 
der the Bangs and Bruiſes of an unfortunate Adventure, | 
The reſt of your Letter is nothing but the Foam and Froth 
which is apt to riſe about the Mouths of diſordered Perſons ; I 
would not however, by any Means, diſcourage you from your 
intended Addreſs to the World; rather than. the Publick ſhould be 
depriv'd of ſuch a Jewel, I would willingly be a Subſcriber for 
half a Dozen Copies, without the Advantage of a Seventh gratis ; 
but I hope before you ſet about ſo important a Work, your Friends 
will adviſe you to prepare yourſelf by a little Phlebotomy ſpare 
Diet, and a moderate Ufe of Hellebore for a convenient Seaſon. 

" T'never had much Intereft or Acquaintance in the College of 
Bedlam, and have almoſt loſt what little IJ had in that of Newgate ; 
but if you apprehend that you, or any of your Friends may have 
Occaſion to retire to either of thoſe royal Foundations, I ſhall very 
readily be ſerviceable towards a good Accommodation, as far as lies 


in the Power of, Sir, your Obliged Humble Servant, 
Theobald's Road, "fo At PE V 
15 Dec. 1735. 5 . 


P. S. As further Tokens of your Diſorder you ſeem to have forgot 
your own Chriſtian Name, if ever you had one, and by your Mot - 
to, I ſuppoſe you fancy your, ſingle felf to be a double Perfo- | 
nage, or intire Gemini, for in ſuch a Piece of Work, ſurely there 

A. 


was no Occaſion for any brotherly Aſſiſtancee. r 


L 23 7 
71 Ne XV. To Mr. Rapb⸗- — 


Doering to another Opportunity a due Notice bf ſome” or 
your late Behaviour, eſpecially your. childiſh Bugbears of 
Quarrels and Fighting, flitting Noſes andicutting of Kata, which 


gave no Terror, nor could be of any other Uſe than to ſhew your 
Teeth, and give you more the A 


Appearance of a. Boatefzu or 

Aſſaſſin, than of a Meſſenger of Peace; I ſhall now — de. 
ſire, and inſiſt, that you let me know why the Agreement you 
made with me on the Behalf, and by the Conſent of Mr. Vera, 
was not perform d, which I think you cannot refuſe, with Juſtice, 
to, . | IVEY 4 . © 48 1 9p! 34 0; 4 8 : 
i003 1 4 22 55 5 | Sir, your Humble Servant: 03-167 
26 Dec ee hin blot. uoY : #47 a 


Ide real Deſign of this Letter is mentioned in the Numbers 
XVIII. and XXI. 2 | * 18 \ 39 f Ef +3 - C329 Lin H 
„„ Noe xv. 25 Ralph'y onh Leer. 
W HEN I met you at Mr. Xu/is's, I thought T kad glven 
vou Satisfaction to your former 7 7 in which you aflert- 
ed, that I knew it was agreed, that Mr. ard ſhould declare, un- 
r his Hand, that when he preached his late Sermon, he had"ng 


ar” 


de | | 
Aim or Intention againſtany particular Perſon or Perſons.” Then 
told you it was impoſſible I could make fuch Agreement for bim, 
jor I had not InſtruQions from him to do fo, but would perſuade 
im to give you Satisfaction, which, Fchink, he fully did in d 
Letters to you 3 and, at the ſame time, I told you, (as he had faid) 
that it was contrary to the Advice of all his Friends to do What 1 
bad, engaged hin to do.“ I remember I told you, by way of 
Caution, and for no other Deſign, that Laymen would not Bear 


have no Arms either of Offence or Defence; but as to ſlitting of 


o 


Noſes, or cutting off Ears, I uſed no ſuch Expreſſions. I am cer 


you with writing any, more than this, that I am 


8 N FE : + h T7 : 1 0 4: 5 
** 3 1 8 en 9 : Nur maſt Humb e Servant, * Mu 
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85 Ns XVII. C. H. to Me. Ralph. 


W HEN you undertook, at my Houſe, that Mr. Ward ſhould 
b declare, under his Hand, to the Effect as has been mention- 
ed, I had reaſon to believe it was by Commiſſion from him, be- 
cauſe you had made the ſame Propoſal, as from yourſelf, two Days 
before at the Lion, but would not promiſe for the Performance 
till you had ſpoke wich him; which, when you did me the Favour 
of coming to Furſehall, 1 me you had done, and I knew 
you went to him ſoon. after I parted from you at Ingatſtone, fo I 
thought I had no Occafion to require any Credentials. 3 
As to the other Part of my Letter and yours, JI muſt beg of 
you to recolle& your Memory, you will then call to mind it con- 
fiſted of two Parts: You told me at Furſeball, that it was not 
lawful for Clergymen to fight, but that Mr. Vard might have 
Friends to eſpouſe his Quarrel; and that if you ſhould be ill. uſed, 
you did not queſtion but you had Friends who would reſent it in 
much a manner as you could not do yourſelf. | 
Peay recolle afterwards, whether you did not tell me, in the 
Ground Room at Mr. Auſtin's, that ſome Gentlemen had ſaid, 
that if any Perſon had uſed them as I had Mr. Vard, they would 
make no more to do, but ſlit his Noſe, or cut off his Ears where- 
ever they met him? Did not reply, that I only laugh'd at all 
thoſe things? which was all the Notice I took of thoſe Diſcourſes 
at either Place, both which I thought improper Scenes for a Quar- 
rel; and therefore, to ſhorten the Diſcourſe at Mr. Auſtiu s, I 
preſs'd your going up Stairs: But if you did not there mention 
Mlitting Noſes, and cutting off Ears, there never was a Word of 
Truth came out of the Mouth of God or Man. | 
What Advice Mr. Ward had from his Friends to avoid his 
Agreement, (for I muſt call it his) or for what Reaſons, IT can but 
gueſs; why I think his Letters were not ſatisfactory, hath been 
already declared, and would take up too much time here; ſo that 
only recommending a ſerious Recollection, I now take my leave, 


and ſubſcribe myſelf, 5 | 
EG: Sir, your moſt Humble Servant, 
| Firkball, 12 5 e Rs Ot | 
8 Cha. Hornby. 


No XVIII. C. H. te Alexander Preſcott, E: 


8 T. Paul (you know Sir) tells us, he fought with Beaſts at 
O Epheſus: What Creatures I have been engag' d with in Efex 
is difficult to define; I would not call 'em Beaſts, and can hard- 
ly allow them the Characters of Men. The noble Pair I have 
upon my Hands, are in a preſent ſtate of Reſt, under a kind of 
Armiſtice. But to make up a Triunvirate, T have now a third 
to deal with, who gives me more Concern than both the 8 


r ff; 1. 25 I Aſn 
"OX „ mong reſt of his forthe Dix 
Uf His Frfend Brutus lifted agiinſt him, it ſunk his great Aa 
ne Wripp'd himſelf up in his Cloak, and ſubmitted A his Fate: 


= my Cafe is ** quite ſo deſperate; ; T hope, ſtill to main- 


8 Water I looked u Ratyb as my Friend, and 
ling 


preſerve his F Php; for a Reafoh, his vi. 


| "te Byafs 1 20 Partial 6wards à Cauſe, Which, I ch6wght, had 
— much Favour, paſſed by utiobſerv'd; his firſt fighting 
Story, and che Non-Perforintace ef tits Treaty T ſhould hive flipt 


Behaviour: But upon that, when 1 found myſelf tri- 


dme ill Mixtiners ut Ab üer, in * 14rd fcandalets Litter, 
but the Threats of Nofes and Bars, unfit for any human Tongue, 


ſeem'd alſo to be favoured with Mr. Rulph's Approbation, 


nothing but mere man could be Tegardleſs of ſach 
Enormities, 


As I had'(for ſome | Reaſons) Hale ben by at firſt, 1 waited | 


for an Opportunity, which not offerings 1 0 Mr. Ralph, 


that no new Hare might be ſtarted to embarra {sany future Accom- 


modation ; that Letter, A tho ſomewhatſevere, he favoured with 
an Anſwer, to which, I hope my Reply contained nothing rude, 
or impertinent; however, it ſeems, it was committed to the Flames: 
He may be aſſured, I ſhall retain more Hr for the ſingular 

Favour of his. < 
tho is of a 8 Nature, but 1 nt the A that 
etter will hardly purify his Conſcience; nor can I think 


3 or Sword the dell (tho' they may be the ſhorteſt Deciders of 


e ) and have been too often cruelly applied by Ecclefi- 
alticks to thoſe Purpoſes. 


If it be obſerved, that Mr. Raiph owns the Engagement $ he | 


x} made for his Friend Ward, and to clear him, diſowns his In- 
AKructions, after what had paſſed between us (as appears in my 


Letter] is he not juſtly chargeable with ſome ſmall Deviation from 


plain Deng, Truth and Sincerity. 
Wars and 
fers of the God of Peace; but flitting Noſes, and cutting off Ears, 
have ſomething ſo abhorrent to human Nature, that'it cannot be 
522 r N in any Man to be aſhamed of them. But 
t Mr. 


fully to the urpoſe, I am ready to make Oath before any 
MIgiſtrate, and for the Truth of it I now ſolemnly appeal to the 
reat Creator of the Univerſe, the only Searcher of Hearts, nay, 


== to his own Conſcience, and I expe he ſhall either de- 
ny or acknowledge it, and this I hope, ſome of his Brethren - 


will be ſo kind as to let him know, to Le a more n 


Call. 
. ui li 24 Letter, 3 N Xv. Jr 2 Ne XVI. 


| When 


Wer, -thd "not I been afterwards provoked by Mr. Wird's 
led with in the Matter'sf tlie Agreement, and that, not only | 


htings ought not to be encouraged by. the Mini- 5 


e Wel the Words 1 have charged upon him, or 
me 
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„%% - one 
When many {alas too many !) of thoſe who ſet up for our Guides 
and Paſtors, wander too far from the Paths of their Duty, is it 
ſtrange if their Flocks and Followers go aſtray ? when they ſhift 
their Notions of Good and Ill, of Right and Wrong, according 
to their preſent Convenience, Intereſt, or Humour, how ſhall 

- thoſe under their Care, diſtinguiſh one from the other? Vir- 
tue dwindles into an Empty Name, and Religion is looked upon 
only as a State Engine, a ſort of political Trap, ſet by Knaves, to 


catch the Ignorant. For my own part, Heaven be thanked, Iam © 


fully ſettled in my Thoughts of Religion: But are not ſuch Ser- 
vants of God doing the Work of the Devil, and inſtead of ſpread- 
Ing the Bounds ef Chriſtianity, are they not peopling the Re- 
gions of Satan, and making themſelves the greateſt Promoters of 
Vice and Impiety, Atheiſm and Infidelit z. 
-Pudet hæc opprobria— 
Et dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſfſe refelli. . 
P. S. The Compliment of the Day waits on you and your good 
Family, from all here. Copies of what lately paſſed between 
Mr. Ralph and me, are incloſed, and ſubmitted to your Conſide- 
ration by, | W : 


1 0 Sir, Your very bumble Servant, 
Furſeball, Chriſtmas I. Op 
Day, 1735 


1 Ne XIX. From C. H. to Mr. Ward. 
; i : | ; 0 
1 Have been almoſt three Weeks indebted to yours dated 13 
1 Decem. but received the 15, and left the ſame Morning at the 
Crown in Ingat/tone, having been two Days travelling from Mar- 
garetting (if ever there.) : „„ | N 
As ſoon as II arrived at my Lodging in London, I prepared an 
Anſwer; but being too late for the By-Poſt on Monday, kept 
it by me till the next Night, and at Mr. Holt's Requeſt, it has 
been ever ſince detain'd. | & . 

Your whole Letter was ſo very excentrick, ſo far out of the com- 
mon Road, or, indeed, from any rational way of Thinking, that I 
could not treat it in any other Manner than as I have done in 
the incloſedG.“ Fa HSE F 5 RE 

My unmanly Treatment, and your officious Conceſſions, 
Things really ſurpriſing, if they were writ kccording to the Date; 


c. H. 


you had then received but one Letter from me, which I am ſure 


was neither unmanly nor uncivil ; but as your Letter dated 13 
December, was certainly ſubſequent to your very, abuſive one of 
the 29 of November, how could you ſay any thing of your Of- 
ficious Conceſſions, when you had left em like mere Excrements, 
as ſoon as they fell from you, and thereby deſerved more than all 
the Aſperity of my following Letters. 5 


The incloſed was No XIV. „„ 


— 


The whole Piece was all of the ſame Stuff, yet I was willing 
to have concealed my Thoughts upon it, and would willingl7 
have been ſaved the Trouble of any more Words or Letters on 
theſe unpleaſing Subjects, but as I ſuppoſe the ſame Friends who 
adviſed the Avoidance of Mr. Ra/ph's Engagement, may have 
prevailed with you to reje& Mr. Ho/?'s good Offices: I think 
myſelf obliged to proceed ſomewhat further. © © \, 
The Matter of the Sermon is now (as I think) quite done with, 
you not having offered one Argument in its Vindication, nor any 
thing which deſerves the Name of an Anſwer to any of my Ob- 
jections ; the Cauſe now before us is above a Month younger; Fo 
ſhall take no more Notice of what concerns myſelf in your Let. 
ter of the 29 November, but as. you have fully ſhewed there, 
that you can ſometimes tranſgreſs the Rules not only of Chari- 
ty, but Truth and common Decency, and have rudely and falſly 
aſperſed a Gentleman of good Rank, Character, and Family, as a 
_ BeremorTH of Defamation, and a Framer of profound Falſities. T 
enter no further into the reſt of your Scandal, it will certainly 1 
be incumbent upon you, either to maintain your Charge, or ac- = 
knowledge the Offence. = 35 LG en =—_ | 
I take all your Invectives to hinge chiefly, if not only, upon a 
Paſſage in a Letter of yours to Miſs B--*-d, ſaid to be as follows, 
Dear Miſs Sally, Mr. Ralph may end it before you and 
Mamma leave the Country. - Now, Sir, if in any of thoſe . 
Letters there was any ſuch Paſſage, or to any ſuch Purpoſe, . and 
if in the ſame Letter you farther told her, That her Fortune wat 
18 Hundred Pounds, theſe are Things too remarkable to have 
 Aipt your Memory, therefore, I muſt be ſo free, as to tell you, 
that a ſerious fincere Anſwer to this Point is expected, and will 
be inſiſted upon, in the firſt Place as a Piece of common Juſtice 
to a Gentleman ſo notoriouſly abus'd and affronted. The 
ſooner you favour this with an Anſwer, the more you will 


.. oblige, | EO | ; 
| Sir, Nur K. I 


Furſeball, 34 of 
| Jan. 1735. | 


STN 1 
1 Have in vain waited ever ſince the third Inſtant, for ſomething 

| in return to mine of that Date; for I muſt confeſs what I had 
met with before gave me no great Hopes of an Anſwer, altho' it 

vas deſired only to one plain, and in my Apprehenſion material 
Queſtion, Whether the Expreſſions, ſaid to be contained in a 
Letter of yours to Miſs B.—-4, were to the Effect mentioned or 

_ otherwiſe? | W 

I am ſorry to hear they have been denied, and that the Gen- 


No XX. C. H. t Mr, Ward. 
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tleman, whoſe Character you have ſo roughly handled, was there- 
upon accufed of. endeavouring to ſow Difcord between two Bre- 1 
RW ehren of the Gown, for I think I have good Reaſons to believe i 
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the. Fact, in which thou 
Proverb, that Silence gives, Conſent: I therefore. hope that this 
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Cat] 5 
ght I am much confirmed, by the old 

Silence of yours is not to be imputed to any Haughtineſs or Sul- 
leneſs of Spirit, but proceeds from a juſt Humiliation and Contri- 
tion; for if you had not call d to mind ſome ſuch Bxpreſſions, L 
really think, you would not haue been ſo backward in vindicating; 


yourſelf, and repelling the Falſhood. 


How then could you aſperſe that Gentleman, as: the: In- 
ventor and Framer of profound Falſities? How could you; be ſo 
hardy as to give him the Lye, in a Matter, which, in your own: | 
Conſcience you knew to be Truth? Conſider if this did not carry: 
too much of a Corinthian Countenance: Bat your, preſent Taz. 


_ Citurnity leaves room to hope, you are not quite impenetrable ta 


Compunttion, nor have totally loſt the Faculty of Bluſhing. Who 


[good Sir) ought now to come to Recantations and Submiſſions, 
Should not one Mr. Vard find out ſome, Expedient: to merit the 
Forgiveneſs of a Neighbour ſo groſsly.abuſed.? 1:ſhall not nom en- 


ter into a Recapitulation of Matters, which have been already, per- 
haps, more than ſufficiently, diſcuſſed, but I muſt think, that the 
firſt Offence was not only confirmed, but much aggrayated-by. the. 
latter: The firſt-born Monſter had ſome Modeſty, and crept un- 
der a ſcanty Fig- leaf Diſguiſe, tho? it was ſoon blown off: But the. 
other appeared boldly cee mie Nester Shame; and they now. 
ſtand equally expos'd in their native Deformity. It is to be hoped 
they may be both ſtifled together, and a more publick. Diſgrace 
prevented, by a timely Application to thoſe, who, ' without any 


_ Juſt Cauſe, or Provocation, have been very indecently affronted. 


For my own P art, if J may enjoy the inward Pleaſure, of h aving, 
in ſome Degree, contributed to the, appeaſing of the Storms and 
Whirlwinds lately raiſed in our little Yortex, and ſettling the. diſ- 
turbed Matter, into a right Situation, it will be the utmoſt Satiſ- 
„ CLIN oo 5 
| Your bumble Servant, 


| Gray's-Inn, 20 | | „ Q-1k. 


—_— 5 os 

My Service to Mr. Ralph, I hope he will pay ſome Regard to the 
Manes of my martyr'd Letter, and not force me to Methads which 
nay be as unpleaſing to him, as to 85 


His humble Servant. 


| No XXI. C. H. to Mr. Preſcott. 

Cood Sir, „„ | PR 

1 am obliged for the Favour of two of yours of the 10-and 12 
Inſtant, in Anſwer to which, I muſt entirely agree with 

Mr. Serjant, that the firſt Offender, (in this or any other Cauſe) 

ought to ſubmit; Let us ſee then, by whom the firſt Offences 


Sp : : 0 
— ” A. * 
5 . « G 8 ' 4 4 


derived their troubled Streams. | 
- Young, Neighbour, in which, no Trace 1s now apparent, : of ang. | 
ane fair and honourable. Step; the.indire&t Methods he took bys | 
Servants, and other baſe: Inſtruments, to. betray, and ſeduce an 
innocent young, Creature. (bardly. out of ber Childhood), into a 
Clandeſtine Marriage, without the Conſent of her only, ſurviving 


| Parent, under whoſe: Care and Tuition, ſhe. was placed, by, the 
Laws. of. God and: Man, deſerving. quite contrary Appellations; 
not to mention his. unmannerly | haviour upon his 'Diſappint- 


The Laws of. this, and: all other civilizd Nitions, are,” and 


have been, . juſtly. very, careful to prevent ſuch - Clandeftine 0 
Marriages; and certainly Reaſon and common Senſe, muſt ob- 8 
lige all, who will be guided by, them, to- ſupport, by a general j 
| Suffrage (what it ſeems was not thought. allowable for. you: to 

1 ſay) that it. is a. greater Crime to ſteal a Child than a Horſe or an 
= bother Chattel. 5 ff.. | 
If in the, Courſe of his Intrigue, Mr. #ard:tooksthe: Liberty of | 

making an improper. Uſe of the Name of Mr; Ra/pb;: which, 

l tho? the former thought fit. to. deny, yet being twice poſitively 
charged ſince, . hath. tacitly,confeſs'd ; what Crime was it in you? 
what abuſe.of the Tongue? Was it not rather. an Act of Friendſhip 

to give Mr. Ralph this Information? . I would. on myſelf higbly 
obliged to any Man, either of the Clergy or Laity, who would be 
ſo kind as to reſolve me. 1 „ 
I ſhall be as ready to make. my Acknowledgments to any, one, 
he cau exculpate Ms. Vard thus far. But when in Purſuance 
and Accumulation of theſe Offences, he took upon him to dreſs uß 
a Sermon, to revile you and others, without any juſt Occafion; and 
without Remorſe for this, to take afterwards ſuch indecent Liber- 
ties with your Perſon and Character, as he did in his Letter of the | 
29. November (of which you have a Copy; in your Hands) I chal- I 
lenge the World to form the leaſt ſhadow of an Excuſe for this — 
Behaviour. ) = ry ee LS as 
The Scandal of the Letter is ſelf-evident, and the indecence of 
the Sermon in all its Circumſtances, has been already ſo fully laid 
open, that it requires no further Notice here. Now if he, or any 
other Clergyman, ſhall. ſo far abuſe. his Character and Commiſſion 
as to vent publickly in the Pulpit, his private Rancour and Reſent- 
ments, well or ill grounded (the latter of which was his Caſe) and 
abuſe particular Perſons, under the Pretence of repyoving Vice 3 
ſhall he not be liable to Notice and Reprehenſion? I believe no 
reaſonable Perſon will maintain the Negative: Where then was 
my Offence in the Part IJ have taken? | | 


£ hy" ” 
— — 


I muſt preſume to ſay it has been fully proved upon Mr. Ward, 
that as well by his Sermon as his Conduct, previous and ſubſe- 
quent, he has been thus far the firſt and only Offender. Now this 


being 


5 CCC 
being undeniably the Caſe with him, let us ſee how it ſands with 
Mr. Rat, 5. N „ : | 5 
1 muſt in point of Time, as well as for other good Reaſons, 
give you the Precedence in this Caſe as well as the other ; and here 
I am obliged to obſerve, that there is ſome Difference in the State 
of the Facts between you and him; yet if you charged him gene- 
rally at firſt, as being aſſiſting to the other in his Intrigue ; fure he 
ought to have been ſatisfied with your reſtrictive Explanation, that 
you meant it no further than the Uſe made of his Name, in a Let- 
ter which you had good Reaſon to believe. I leave this to any in- 
different Judge, and if any Reſentments were to be retained,” 
whether they ought not to have been pointed at that Perſon who 
firſt abuſed his Name, and then denied it? Neither can I ſee how his 
Reception of your laſt expoſtulatory Letter can be reconciled either 
to good Senſe, good Manners, or good Nature. | 
As to Mr. Ralph's Concern in the Matter of the Sermon, I am 
willing (notwithſtanding any Suſpicions to the contrary) to be- 
lieve, upon his bare Allegation, that he had no fore-knowledge of 
the Deſign of the Preacher; but when the malignity of that became 
ſo viſible, that Mr. Ralph himſelf wiſhed it had not been preached 


tainly, if his Pulpit and Neighbours were abuſed, he ought, in Juſ- 
tice to himſelf as well as them, to have ſhewed a ſuitable Reſent- 
ment; but inſtead of that, the more the Deſign and Virulence of the 
Sermon have been expoſed to Light, the ſtronger has been his' 
Attachment to the Preacher, which has tranſported him not only' 
jnto the odd Actions Iam going to relate, but to make him an Aſ- 
ſiſtant in conveying, and moſt probably, diftating Ward's 
Letters, ſome of them having been writ in his Houſe and 
Company. | . 5 . 
The bent of his Biaſs ſoon appearing, I ſent him my Paper of 
Queries with a Letter, requeſting from him an Anſwer only to 
3 or 4, and that in General he would either vindicate the Sermon' 
or give it up; but notbeing able to do one, and noleſs unwilling 
to do the other, therefore as an Expedient for Peace, he propoſed- 
the ſame Day, that the Preacher ſhould declare under his Hand, 
That he had no Aim or Intention againſt any particular Perſon or 
Perſons; which Offer was readily accepted. | | + 
But being made without Vard's Knowledge, his Reſolution 
was neceſſary, which Mr. Ra/ph was to communicate. to me on 
the next Saturday, and dine at my Houſe ; he came accordingly, . 
and after the firſt Compliments, he pulled my Papers out of his 
Pocket, ſtroaking up his Pudding Sleeves, and elevating his Chin 
to almoſt a horizontal Poſition, he told me he had ſeen Ward, who 
would not fight with a Man in the Dark ; that the Papers not being 
of my Hand- writing, he knew not from whence they came, and 
therefore thought he had no Occaſion to take any Notice of 


them. ; | | 
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at that Time and Place, What ſhould then have been done? Cer- = 


8 
To obviate this Objection, I readily own'a them all; that the 
Signatures were by my own hand (tho not the whole Writings) 
which were thereby my proper Acts; he then cautioned me of 
the Danggrs I incurr'd in the Manner you already know, none of 
which Airs having their intended Effect, he at laſt agreed that ard 
ſhould declare as above. 1 | 
I muſt confeſs I wondered how Vard could go that Length. I 
think it would not in the leaft Degree have bleached his Character; 
for which Reaſon I did not preſently inſiſt upon it, and ſhould in 
Favour of the Man, have been content with the Chriſtian Over- 
tures promiſed in his firſt Letter. 1 „ 
But inſtead of any ſuch Thing, having received his rude ad Let- 
ter, I wasjuſily provoked to call upon Mr. Ralph for the Perfor- 
mance of his Agreement; we met at Mr. Auſtin's in the Evening 
of the 1oth of Decem. when, notwithſtanding what I had obſery- 
ed before, I was much ſurpriſed at his Conduct in three Particulars : 
Firſt, That he ſhould be ſo fond as to hug a Copy of that odious 
Letter in his Pocket; then not only be content to ſacrifice his 
Honour to his Humour, by denying his Power, altho' he could 
not deny his Engagement, but alſo to ſanctify Mr. Fard's Non- 
| 8 by the horrid Scarecrows of flitting Noſes and cutting 
off Ears. LS ET | 
His Power from Ward I can find no Reaſon to queſtion ; and as 
to the other Part, I ſolemnly affirm, he not only mentioned pulling 
by the Noſe, but that there were ſome Gentlemen who ſaid 
| that if any Perſon had uſed them as I had Mr. Ward, they 
would flit his Noſe, and cut off his Ears, wherever they 
-met him. N Ls | gb * ne 5 
This hideous Stuff, tho? it gave me no Terror, muſt certain! 
be juſt Cauſe of Anger, yet I paſſed it over in a careleſs Manner, 
rather than diſcover it at that Time and Place; but the hidden 
Flame was not to be extinguiſhed, I hope I may be allowed to ay, 
Manet alta mente repoſtum. CNY Rn” 
Mr. Holt having offered his Mediation, I then in a few Lines, * 
not without ſome Aſperity, which I thought due to ſo barbarous 
a Subject, let Mr. Ralph know my Sentiments : This I reſolved 
to do before Mr. Helt's coming down, that no new Start might 
_ embarraſs his Negotiation, but that the Reconcilement might be 


general, fincerely intending Peace in my Thoughts at the ſame 
Time that my Words carried a Denunciation of War. ; 
2 My Reply therefore to Mr. Ralpb's Anſwer was couched in 
the moſt gentle Terms I could expreſs; yet the poor innocent 
Paper was committed to the Flames, which Piece of good Man- 
ners, will not hinder me from calling upon him for a further 
_ Elucidation. SE Tl =, 1 „ 
And now, upon the whole Matter, If Mr. Ra/ph's Behaviour 
to yau has been either friendly, neighbourly, or Chriſtian- like: If 
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His Favour to the Sermon fince it was preached, neither give. 
any Suſpicion of a previous Connivance, nor makes him acceffarj 


«. 8 
4 


| pot Fafam : If he can produce any tolerable Reaſons to juftif 
His 


Approbation of his Friend Vard's ConduR : If his Entry into 


an Agreement, and then denying his Power, can be entitled to 


any Degree of honeſty or ſincerity: If the Expreflion of Noſes. 
and Ears were fit for the Mouth of a Clergyman or a Chriſtian - 


If he ought either to have heard any fach Words without Reproof, - 


or repeated them without Abhorrence: Tf his Behaviour on my 
laſt Letter was not highly infolent and affronting: In fine, If any 


Part of his Conduct in theſe Matters is in any wiſe juſtifiable, 


ſhall be very ready to ask his Pardon in the moſt ſubmiſſive Man- 
ner. But if all theſe Things are directly otherwiſe, which, 1 
humbly conceive, neither can, nor will be- denied; to what 
Cauſe can a mute ſullen Perſeverance in the fame Courſe be 
imputed, but an unreaſonable degree of Obſtinacy, Arrogance and 
Obders | 1 n 


| This Letter i much longer than I intended, but I was willing 


| to go to the Bottom of the Sore, tho? it be noiſome Work, in 


which, by many Interruptions from Buſineſs and Friends, I have 
been much retarded, but I hope it will now plainly appear from 
whom theſe Offences came. I ſhall, without denouncing any 
Woes, conclude as T begun, and ſubſcribe to Mr. Serjeant's 


Propoſition, the unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent of 


15 Feb. 1735; | Sir, Yours, Kc. 


A Ceffation requeſted by a Brother Clergyman, which proved 


only a Lulling into a Dream of Peace,  occaſion'd the following 


Addreſs. 1 59 
8 Ne XXII. C. H. 70 Mr. Garment, : 


> \.2* & . | | | 8 # | 
F Would willingly know what Reſolution has been taken in the 


Affair which was the Subject of our Diſcourſe laſt Thurſday, 
and what may be the preſent Diſpoſition of your Friends on the 


other fide of the Queſtion ? I would not fret a Sore which I wiſh 


were healed, nor enlarge the Breach which is already too wide : 


Tet I cannot forbear thinking that the Amendments and Interlinea- | 
tions, made in the Copy of Mr. Ward's ſecond Letter, ſince the 
Original was ſent to me, carry a very ill Countenance, and 


will bear no good Conſtruction; the Uſe and Meaning of them 
ſeem to me no other than to make a dark Mifpreſentation which 
will not bear the Light, and to lay an ill Foundation for Com- 
plaints, to be ſafely whiſpered in Corners, out of the Reach of 


Contradiction. 


Nor can I think your letting me know chat my Letter to Mr. 


Ralph was not burnt, or that the Meſſage to that Purpoſe. came 
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ff. 2 
from his Lady, make any Alteration in the Caſe, the Affront re- 
mains {till the ſame ; what ſhe ſaid was probably by the Direction 
of her Husband, at leaſt his Silence ſufficiently proves his Con- 
ſent and Approbation, and the keeping the Paper in ſuch a Man- 
ner, after ſuch a Meſſage, is no more a Vindication or Excuſe of 
him, than any Satisfaction or Favour to me. ; 

Il am far from taking any Pleaſure in theſe Differences, but cer- 
tainly they ought to be adjuſted. If we look into the common 
Dealings of Mankind, in Trade ar other Matters, can he who re- 
fuſes to come to any Account, be ſaid to act honeſtly, and is not 
the contrary Party obliged, both in Juſtice and Honour, to uſe all 
the Means in his Power to obtain a fair End. | 

How often, ſince the firſt Offences within the ſacred Walls of 
the Church, haye theſe Gentlemen not only brought their Gifts to 
the Altar, but made their Offerings, and communicated to others, 
yet wilfully forgot what their Brethren had againſt them? On the 
other Side, how often have they, in vain, been told their Faults 
alone? If they are not to be gain'd in that Way, nor by this pre- 
| ſent, what Courſe is next to be taken? They, who teach others 
their Ivey. conngt be ignorant what they themſelves owe to 
Juſtice and Honour, Reaſon and Religion. So that it will be im- 
pertinent to add any more Words, than that I am, 


May 8. I 736. h Sir, | Tour humble Servant, | 


Soon after the Preſs was employed about theſe Papers, of which 
the laſt preceeding Letter was intended to be the Pin-basket ; but 
one more to the ſame Perſon ſhall be added, whereby the Can- 
dour uſed towards the Opponents, or rather Offenders, may be 
ſtill more apparent. | | 


71 Ne XXIII. C. H. 720 Mr. S——t. 
* more Half-ſheets of the printed Collection of Letters 
accompany this. The Work concludes with one to yourſelf, 
by which you may perceive it draws very near a Concluſion ; the 
"fr -4 IS has been delayed chiefly by my Abſence, and want of 
ure. | * | | 
I find Mr. Preſcott inſiſts on Acknowledgments, and does not 
think it proper to make a Queſtion where there is none, by put- 
ting to Reference a Caſe which he takes to be very plain, which 
I cannot deny, and I think, no Man, who has the leaſt Degree 
of Reaſon and Impartiality can be of a different Opinion ; ſa that 
any tolerable Award muſt bring the Matter to the ſame End which 
is now inſiſted on; for which Reaſon I agreed to the Propoſal of 
xn Accommodation. 8 2 85 | 
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[ On the other Hand, Mr. Tipper very Poſitively aſſures me; 
that Mr. Ward will come to no Submiſſions, and very probably 
| Mr. Ralph has embraced the ſame Reſolution ; for theſe Reaſons, 
I thought my ſelf obliged to proceed in my own Courſe, | 
Had not the Pair of Reverends ſhewn themſelves inacceſſible 
and impenetrable, by way of an Epiſtolary Correſpondence, 1 
ſhould in the firſt Place have ſent the Prints to them, which I have 
put into your Hands, as their Brother and Friend, nor ſhall they 
be ſeen by any other Perſon, till'I have firſt ſeen you; but I de- 
fire you will either this Evening or to-morrow, grant this Favour 
to 3g Sir, Yours, &c. a 
15 Aug. 1736: e 


All theſe Efforts meeting with no better Succeſs, than Feathers 
thrown againſt the Wind, it was (after a ſilent Suſpenſion of Ten 
Days more) reſolved to go on with the Impreſſion; and here it 

may be reaſonably hoped, that a View of the foregoing Papers 
will ſufficiently juſtify this Publication : For, if in any Difference 
or Diſpute, one Party obſtinately rejects all Methods of Reaſon, 
what Way can be found to any Decifion of Right or Wrong, but 
by Appeals to God or Man. Not to meddle with the 4/ti7z2 Ra- 
tio in National Quarrels, thoſe which in particular Caſes were 
formerly and falſely called Appeals to God, were Trials by Or- 
deal, or by Combat, both which have been juſtly exploded as pre- 
ſumptuous and impious. Appeals to Men, are either to the pub- 

lick Courts, or to the general Judgment of Mankind, which is 
choſen as the moſt proper in this Caſe. | 

But perhaps ſome things mentioned in the Letters may require 
further Light. The firſt Riſe of the Conteſt has appeared to 
ſpring from an Amour of the Vicar*s, in which, after his ſubter- 
raneous Windings came to be diſcoyered, ſome Perſons were apt 
to think, that neither his employing the Butcher his Landlord to 

make his Beef a Convoy for Billet-doux, and ſteal them into the 
Hands of Servants, his other private Correſpondences, to draw a 
young Creature to be ſett and way-laid, his Favours to two tre- 
cherous Huſſies, both before and after they were deſervedly turn'd 
out of Place, nor his other Snares and Intrigues, were very fair 
or. honourable. Theſe Perſons were ſo wrong-headed, as ta | 
think it a greater Crime to ſteal a Child than a Horſe, and were 3 
not ſhy in expreſſing their Thoughts. x 
Ol this unhappy Number it ſeems was Mr. Preſcott, who being 
informed of ſome Paſſages in a Love-Letter of the Vicar (repeated | 
in fol. 20. and 27. of this Collection) in which Mr. Ralph was * 
named, told him (as is alledged) that he alſo was aiding and aſſiſting 
in the Intrigue: But whatever Words were dropp'd by Mr. Pr - 4 | 
colt in the Warmth of Diſpute, he ſays, (and-herein he is confir- 
med by Evidence) that he forthwith explained his Meaning to 
reach no further than as to the Name in the Letter, for which 


Mr. Ralph declared the other had no Author:? 


2 


ab 
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351 
Mr. Vard being charged with this Freedom, was pleaſed, with 

his uſual Modeſty, to return a flat Denial, in which, without 

queſtion he thought himſelf ſecure; for ſome of his Friends have 
been ſo wiſe, as to boaſt that the Letter was burnt, and could not 
be produced. If ſo, there was ſuch a Letter; and whether it 
underwent the fiery Trial, or not, the Words are well remem- 
bred and atteſted, and have never ſince been denied, at leaſt 
openly. „ | | 

This may ſeem to be ſome Debaſement to the Word of a Prieſt, 
however ſacred it might be held by his Brother, who was ſo heated 
againſt Mr. Preſcott, upon this Aſſurance of Vard, that the for- 
mer having with his Family performed his Devotions at Iagatſtone 

Church, going in Friendly Manner to pay his Reſpects to the 

Rector, his fiery eccleſiaſtick Indignation could not be contained, 

but without Regard either to what was Sacred or Civil, broke 

out in that holy Place, accuſing Mr. Preſcott in a very loud and 
violent manner, with Falſities againſt Mr. Ward, waich he, it 
ſeems, very highly reſented. 

This Attack being made with equal Truth and Good Manners, 
if any bold Perſon ſhould cenſure it as raſh and injurious, as well 
as indecent, who can help it? But if there are any who imagine, 

that, upon cooler Thoughts, the holy Man would liſten to better 

Information, they will find themſelves too charitably miſtaken ; it 

is ſo far otherwiſe, that he has obſtinately rejected ſuch as might 

have ſatisfied a reaſonable Perſon, and every thing elſe tending to 
Truth and Juſtice. | 

And now alas for the poor Prior of Thoby He had not only 

Incurr'd the Diſpleaſure of the two Levites, but rouſed up the 
dormant Reſentments of a Nephew of his named in theſe Papers; 

- and ſome others of the Thoby Family and Neighbourhood having 
aſſumed the Liberty of uttering their Sentiments on the Subject 

of the Intrigue, what was to be done to curb ſuch unruly 

— Tongues? ; | | | 

'The old Scare-crows of Bell, Book, and Candle (Heaven be 
thanked) are ſtript of their Terrors; but if theſe Offenders could 
not be driven out of the Church, they were to be laſh'd in it: 

An old Sermon was pick'd out of the Magazine, and being new 
vamp'd, and like a Whip furniſh'd with new Thongs for the Pur- 

Poſe, thus armed and provided, our Levitical Feb mounts and 
drives on. | | 

He has indeed offered to declare under his Hand, that in his 

Sermon he had no perſonal Meaning; but had any ſuch thing 

been done, how far he might have been believed, after the In- 

Nance of his Veracity in the Caſe of his Abuſe to the Name of 
his Brother, may be a Queſtion ; and if we get over this, we 
meet with another unlucky Dilemma in our Way, We cannot 
admit his Excuſe, without arraigning his Diſcretion : For if the 
Meaning of his Sermon was not perſonal, it had no Meaning at 

all; but, conſidering the Tims, Flack, and other Incidents, — 
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L 36] : 
a moſt. unſuitable, furious, unſeaſonable, impertinent Difcourſe; 
as ever grated the Ears of any Aſſembly publick or private. 
But there are ſome Circumſtances againſt him, which have not 
yet appeared. Mr. Sidney making his Viſit, as in fol. 3. faid in 
2 of two Perſons, that Mr. Ward had read his Sermon to 
his Mother and him, who not having thought fit to follow the 
ſpiritual Champion to his choſen Ground, he had thereby the 
double Pleaſure of gratifying the Itch of their Ears, and of re- 
ſounding his own Triumphs. It being put home to Mr. Sidney, 
whether, at that Rehearſal, the ſmart Strokes and ſevere Laſnes 
upon ſome Perſons, were not remarked with Applauſe and Plea- 
ſure? no Anſwer was returned, but 4 Gad, a Gad, a Gad, with 
Laughs and Shrugs, and Knocking his Heels; all which could in 
no Senſe be conſtrued any thing like a Den ill. 
And further, if there be any Dependence on good Informati- 
on, the Vicar, and his Neighbour having fince been at Variance 
(as honeſt Men may ſometimes fall out) they have mutually and 
warmly upbraided each other with the Blame of that Preachment. 
Which being now done with, the Articles remaining againſt 
Mr. Ward, are his Letters, eſpecially his very abuſive one, be- 
ginning Fol. 12. But theſe having been amply diſſected, no more 
Lectures upon them are here neceſſary; and what more is object- 
ed againſt the other Parſon, may be ſeen in fo}. 24, 25, 30, 31, 
32. all which remain unanſwered. FL F 
It may be obſerved, that the Vicar's third, and laſt Letter, Sa 
dated the 13th of December 1735, and the Recfor's only on the 
Day ſevennight after, ſince which above Eight Months have elap- | 
ſed, wherein no Endeavours have been wanting to prevail with 
them for a Vindication, or an Acknowledgment, but all in vain; 
they till remain as deaf as Adders, after repeated private and 
publick Calls, either for one or the other. | FE N 
Thoſe who will not come to a fair Account for the Value of 
Forty Shillings, can never be thought fair Dealers; but he wo 
Injures another in his Character, is a greater Offender than he 
who wrongs his Purſe: The Lie is, by Men of Honour, placed 
in the higheſt Rank of Affronts. Therefore, if theſe Gentlemen 
of the Gown, who ought to preſerve its Dignity by the moſt ſtri&t 
Regard to their own Behaviour, have falfely and wrongfully 
Charged any other Perſon with Lies and Falfities, and in other 
reſpects broken the Laws of Decency, are ſuch Rabbit who fet 
up for Teachers in our Iſrael, above giving any Account of their 
- own Actions? Surely not. What Remedy then remains? 
In our Courts of Juſtice, when Criminals ſtand mute, the Law 
| Has appointed a Preſs to ſqueeze ont the Truth: But no other 
than the Printing Preſs can be uſeful in the Caſe of theſe Cx/prits, 
tc ſet forth the Truth and Nature of Facts, and prevent Falſhoods 
and Diſguiſes. The Interpolation remarked under ol. 12. and 
mentioned in No. XXII. being ſhamefully foiſted into a Copy of 
Ward's ſecond Letter, made out for the Entertainment oy — 4 
= = | Friends, 
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| Friends, was a conſulted, deliberate Miſrepreſentation, which 
carries the Deſign in its Face; nor is that the only one made in 


that Copy, after the Original was out of their Hands. Some : 


other black Arts have been put in practice, which ſhall not ſully 


this Paper. But, to conclude, if any of their Friends will under. 


take to do more for them, than they have been willing or able to 
do for themſelves, and can juſtify their Conduct in this Affair, 

either as becoming Clergymen, Gentlemen, or Chriſtians, Men 
of Senſe, Juſtice, or Honeſty, ſuch a one 7, 


Aug. 23. 1736. it mibi nagnus Apolle. + 


What has been here writ by way of Supplement, is more than 
was at firſt intended, but has not been judged unneceſſary for the 


better opening of the Merits of the whole Cauſe and thus it is 


left to the Conſideration of the Reader. 


FINIS. 


ä 
P AGE z. I. 33. dele in. P. 9. I. 24. for Addreſs read Redreſs. 
1 P. 14. 1. 10. for Honour read Humour. | 
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